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LETTER 

F  R  O  M  A 

Merchant  of  the  City  of  London , 

TO  THE 

R — t  H - ble  TV- —  P - Efq ; 

UPON  THE 

Affairs  and  Commerce  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  West-Indies  ;  Our 
African  Trade  ;  the  Deftination  of 
Our  Squadrons  and  Convoys;  New 
Taxes,  and  the  Schemes  propofed  for 
raifin'g  the  extraordinary  Supplies  for 
the  current  Year. 
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A 

LETTER 

from  a 

Merchant  of  the  City  of  London, 

TO  THE 


R-tH- 


ble  W- — -  P- 


F/q-  &c. 


SIR, 

H  E  Writer  of  thefe  Sheets  has 
3BC  &  been  converfant  in  Mercantile 
and  Commercial  Affairs  for  up¬ 
wards  of  Twenty  Years,  and  in  the  Courfe 
of  that  Time  he  cannot  fail  to  have  made 
luch  Obfervations  and  Remarks  upon  our 
Trade  and  Navigation,  as  may  tend  at  this 
Juncture,  to  the  Advancement  of  both. 
Hefhouldnot,  however,  have  been  tempt¬ 
ed  to  render  public  his  Thoughts  upon 
thefe  Subjects,  if,  in  a  Converfation  with 
a  certain  great  Man,  he  had  not  been  much 
folhcned  thereto,  and  all  his  Arguments  of 
Excufe,  baffled  by  that  great  Perfuafion, 
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the  Good  of  his  Country.  He  Hatters 
himfelf  therefore,  that  you  will  not  im¬ 
pute  to  Vanity  what  is  founded  in  a  quite 
different  Motive,  any  more  than  think 
him  Prefumtive  in  daring  to  dedicate  this 
Piece  to  a  Perfon  of  fuch  diftinguifhed 
Talents  and  Power.  Though  unknown  to 
you  perfonally,  he  may  well  plead  a  Know¬ 
ledge  of  your  fuperior  Abilities,  as  the 
principal  Reafon  of  this  Dedication ;  the 
fecond  is  the  Capacity  you  have  of  putting 
•  in  Execution  any  wife  andfalutary  Mea- 

fures  that  may  be  propofed. 

% 

Commerce  and  Navigation  are  fo  im¬ 
mediately  connected  with  the  very  Exi- 
ftence  of  this  Nation,  that  whoever  fhould 
difeant  upon  the  Syftem  that  England 
ought  to  purfue  in  her  Politics,  without 
firfl  marking  how  fhe  muff  fecure  her 
Trade,  and  fupport  her  Dominion  of  the 
Sea ;  would  refemble  the  Dodor  who  was 
entirely  taken  up  with  preferibing  for  his 
Patient  preventatives  for  the  Tooth-ach, 
while  his  Lungs  were  decaying  with  a 
deep  Confumption.  Although  I  am  not 
fo  ehimerically  Syftematic,  as  to  urge  we 

have 
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have  no  Connections  whatever  with  the 
Continent ;  and  that  our  Naval  Force 
alone,  without  any  Auxiliaries  whatever, 
is  fufficient,  not  only  to  protect  our  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonies  and  Settlements,  but  alfo  to 
fecure  this  Kingdom  from  all  Invaders, 
and  even  pull  down  the  Power  of  France > 
even  when  the  Ihould  be  united  with  the 
Houle  of  Aujiria,  Spain,  Sicily  and  the 
Turk  :  Alt  ho’  I  am  not  infatuated  with 
our  Naval  Strength  to  this  Degree,  Yet  I 
am  not  unacquainted  with  the  Superiority 
it  gives  U3  over  all  the  Powers  of  Europe , 
not  excepting  even  that  Maritime  Power, 
who  fo  long  contended  with  us  for  the 
Dominion  of  our  own  Seas,  and  which 
the  now  quietly  polfelTes,  when  Ihe  has 
not  a  Fleet  of  twelve  Men  of  War  (lit  to 
put  to  Sea)  to  fupport  her  Claim.  Our 
Connections  with  the  Continent  Ihould 
not  be  given  up  at  this  time  to  try  Experi¬ 
ments  upon  our  own  Force,  an  Elfay  of 
this  kind  might  prove  much  more  than  we 
Ihould  like,  that  we  are  too  opiniated  with 
an  ejiablijhed  Militia ,  we  build  too  much 
upon  our  Fleets.  This  is  not  the  Period  to 
execute  new  Syftems  of  Politics  theSeafon 
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for  fuch  Tryals  is  Peace  ;  when  no  Enemy 
7  can  thwart  your  Meafures  but  by  counter- 
JNegociations,  when  you  are  not  every 
Moment  threaten’d  with  fome  new  En- 
terprize,  the  Succefs  of  which  may  cir¬ 
cumvent  every  End  propofed  by  Treaties, 
though  ever  fo  well  modell’d.  Have  we 
not  a  i  ecent  Inftance  of  this  in  th  zCzarmat 
She  engaged  to  furnilh  us  with  53000 
Men  upon  receiving  400,000 /.  ayearwhen 
they  iliould  be  in  Motion,  and  100,000/. 
(a  >eany  Oubiidy  of  which  has  been  al¬ 
ready  paid  her)  while  they  kept  upon  the 
Frontiers  of  Livonia,  to  be  ready  upon 
the  firft  Call :  What  was  the  Sequel  of 
this?  Thefe  very  Troops  that  were  paid 
by  the  Iving  of  Great  Britain  to  fight  his 
Battles  againft  the  French  King;  were 
upon  the  King  of  F ruffian  taking  proper 
Meafures  to  fecure  his  Dominions  from 
being  wrefted  from  him  by  the  Emprefs 
Queen  and  the  King  of  Poland,  conjunftively 
with  the  French  King ;  deftined  to  traverfe 
Courland ,  and  make  a  Diyerfion  in  favour 
of  the  Allies  of  France.  So  that  in  fadt 
we  are  paying  the  Czarina  x  00,000/.  a  year 
for  employing  53,000  Men  againft  us. 

The 
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Is  l«rfT»Ce  1  wouId  draw  from 
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here  her  commercial  Intereft  therewith 
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Vni  Powers  ot  the  North  and  Ger 
many,  i hch  a  Cement  might  be  formed  as 
o  ,  coder  all  lubfidiary  Gratifications  need- 

'  ff;n  F'«'»  «>ould  protea  their  Trade 
when  incroached  upon,  their  Armies 
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man  as  to  prevent  too  great  a 
Balance  Of  Power  in  favour  of  theHoufe 
of  Bow  bon,  and  when  needful  Prn  1 
uch  Bodies  of  Auxiliaries  ^ 

off';  ™ourPro<eaion,  or  the  Affiftance 

fhall  be  fo™daataf  “a1  °Ur  Mlit,'a 
ormed  and  trained  to  a  proper 
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Difcipline :  In  the  mean  while  your  At¬ 
tention,  Sir,  cannot  be  too  much  fixed 
upon  the  Security  of  our  Commerce,  and 
the  Force  and  Extent  of  our  Navigation. 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Epiftle,  I  {hall 
take  the  Liberty  of  marking  what  Provi- 
fionsand  Alterations  may  be  necefiary  for 
the  Protection  of  our  Trade  to  North 
America,  the  Weft-Indies ,  and  the  v-oaft 
■  of  Africa,— which  are  Branches  of  our 
Trade,  that  cannot  be  too  much  cherifhed 
and  fupported ;  and  I  (hall  at  the  fame 
Time  point  out  what  appear  to  me  the 
proper  Deftinations  of  our  F leets  for  the 
Annoyance  of  the  Enemy,  and  of  Con¬ 
voys  for  the  Protection  of  our  Merchant¬ 
men,  from  their  Ships  of  War  and 
Cruizers. 

As  the  prefent  Quarrels  which  fubfift  in 
JLurope,  may  be  traced  to  the  Squabbles, 
concerning  our,  and  the  French  American 
Poffefiions;  although  a  Plan  may  have 
been  concerted,  between  the  Emprcfs 
Queen,  the  Czarina,  and  the  King'  of 

Poland,  for  reducing  the  Power  of  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Brandenburgh ,  and  dividing 
among  them  it’s  PofTeffions,  upon  the 
firft  favourable  Opportunity,  for  a 
Bifturbanee  of  the  Tranquility  of  Europe > 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  before 
the  Plan  of  a  lafting  Peace  can  be  formed 
for  the  contending  Parties  in  Europe ,  the 
Limits  of  our  American  Colonies  muffc 
be  fir  it  afcertained*  and  all  caufe  of 
Disturbance  upon  that  Head  be  removed 3 
and  as  there  is  no  likelyhood  of  our  have- 
ing  thefe  Matters  fettled  to  our  Advantage 
by  the  French  Minifters*  without  we  can 
firft  prove  by  the  Force  of  our  Arms,  as 
well  as  Treaties,  (which  are  now  broke) 
that  our  Claims  are  juft,  and  the  Repofe  of 
Europe  will  ftill  be  a  great  way  off,  even 
though  the  King  of  PruJJia,  fhould  by 
his  fuperior  Abilities  and  great  Military 
Skill,  as  a  Prince  and  as  a  General,  fo 
extend  his  Conquefts  in  Bohemia  and  even 
Hungary ,  as  to  oblige  the  Queen  of  that 
Name  to  propole  Terms  for  a  fpeedy 
Accommodation.  To  this  End  then  I 
fhall  give  my  Sentiments  upon  carrying  on 
ithe  War  in  America ,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
ito  oblige  by  our  Succefs,  the  French  to 
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leave  the  juft  Bounds  of  our  Provinces 
unmolefted,  and  if  a  glorious  Peace  can 
be  procured,  to  guarranty  to  us  with  the 
Powers  of  Europe,  the  tree  and  Unin¬ 
terrupted  Poffeliion  thereof. 

But  as  this  may  at  firft  feem  not  of 
fufficient  Importance  to  gain  the  Attention 
of  the  feveral  Powers  of  Europe,  who 
will  at  the  End  of  this  War  be  contracting 
Parties  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace;  I  fhali 
give  a  fmall  lketch  of  the  Extent,  Pro¬ 
duce,  and  Advantages  of  our  Nortb- 
American  Colonies. 

The  Englijh  claim  all  North-America 
to  fettle  in  by  the  Difcovery  of  Cabot > 
in  1497-  from  Eat.  67,  to  Cape  Florida 
in  25,  called  the  Newfoundlands ,  till 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh ’s  Voyage,  in  1585. 
And  from  that  Time  named  Virginia 
without  Diftindtion.  The  Engliflj  Settle¬ 
ments  by  Grants  extend  from  Sea  to  Sea, 
or  from  Eajl  to  the  Wejl  Coafts  of  the 
Continent,  where  New-Albion  was  ceded 
by  it’s  King,  to  Sir  Francis  Drake  in  1 577. 
King  fames  the  I.  in  1 6o6,  made  grants 

to 


to  Two  Companies,  to  One  from  Lat.  34 
to  4 1 ,  to  the  other  from  3 8  to  45.  Carolina , 
Virginia  Proper ,  and  Maryland,  fell  to 
one,  to  the  other  New-England,  New- 
Tork,  New-Jerfey ,  and  Penfilvania.  After¬ 
wards  diftindt  Grants  being  made  of  them, 
under  the  Names  of  Nova-Scotia,  and 
Nemo -Britain,  Virginia,  or  all  North- 
America,  became  divided  into  lefs  Parts 
under  various  Appellations.  Virginia  Proper , 
fettled  in  1 607,  by  King  James ,  is  bounded 
by  Grant  to  the  North,  from  Lat.  41.  to 
th a  South  as  far  as  Lat.  36,  30.  which 
was  run  by  Agreement  in  ijK),  and  the 
Government  and  Property  thereof  are  in 
the  Crown.  New-England,  included  in 
the  general  Virginia  Patent,  was  granted 
1606,  and  fettled  in  1621,  the  Bounds 
Extend  from  Lat.  40  to  48  North,  and 
Eajl,  and  Weft,  from  Sea  to  Sea,  if  not 
pofleffed  by  any  ChrifHan  State,  as  by  Grant 
of  James  the  I.  November  3,  1621. 

Nova-Scotia,  ufurped  by  the  French  in 
t6o3>  and  from  whence  they  were  drove 
by  Argal,  in  1613,  was  granted  to  Sir 
William  Alexander,  in  1621,  and  the 

Limits  were  preferred  to  be  St.  Lawrence's 

r  o  River, 
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River,  on  the  North,  and  on  the  Weft  St. 
Croix.  By  a  fecond  Grant  in  1635,  it  was 
enlarged  to  Kennebek  River,  to  co-extend 
Nova-Scotia,  with  Acadia  (To  called  by 
the  French)  granted  by  Lewis  XIII.  in 
1633,  which  has  been  Five  or  Six  Times 
Gonqueied  by  the  Efiglijh ,  and  given  up 
to  the  French ,  who  in  1713  by  the  Treaty 
of  Uitecht,  ceded  it  entirely  to  Queen  jinn, 
excepting  Cape  Breton ,  and  the  Property 
i!  '  -  and  Government  thereof  are  in  the  Crown- 

Maryland  before  part  of  V irginia ,  granted 
to  Lord  -Baltimore,  by  Patent  of  King 
Charles  I.  -  dated  June  20,  1632,  which 
was  Named  after  the  Confort  of  that 
Prince,  was  fettled  in  1633,  and  extends 
JSoft.j  to  Lat.  40,  South  a  few  Mile® 
belmv  38,  Eaft  by  the  Ocean,  and  extendi 
Weft  to  the -Head  of  the  Potomac  River. 
The  Property  and  Government  hereof  are 
m  the  Proprietor.  The  Two  Carolines, 
now  called  North  and  South,  were  one 
and  the  fame  Country,  till  1 729.  Some 
French  Fluguenots  made  an  Incurfion 
here  in  1562,  and  built  Charles  Fort  at 

were  entirely  de- 
molifhed  in  1564  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
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thefe  were  cut  off  by  the  French  in  1567, 
an'1  from  that  Period  it  was  unfettled 
(except  by  a  few  Englifh ,  in  the  Years 
1622  and  1653)  till  it  was  granted  to 
Eight  Proprietors  in  166$,  from  Lat.  36* 
30.  to  29.  and  Weft  to  the  South  Sea : 
the  Charter  was  vacated  in  1728,  and 
Seven  of  the*  Proprietorihips  or  Shares 
were  bought  in  by  the  Crown,  in  whofe 
Hands  is  the  Government,  and  the  People 
are  poffefied  of  the  Property.  New- 
Jerfey  lies  between  Maryland ,  Penjilvania t 
and  New -Tor k,  being  part  of  the  Dutch 
New  Netherlands ;  taken  from  them  in 
1664,  and  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  by  him  to  Lord  Berkley ,  and  Sir 
George  Carteret.  It  was  recovered  by  the 
Dutch  in  1672,  but  they  reftored  it  to 
us  in  1673,  and  in  confequence  thereof 
it  was  regranted  to,  and  by  the  Duke  in 
1674,  to  the  fame  Proprietors,  who 
divided  it  by  a  Line  from  South  to  North ; 
Lord  Berkley ,  had  the  Weft  Jerfey ,  and 
Sir  George  Carteret ,  the  Eaft  Jerfey ,  which 
ai%  now  united  Property  in  the  Proprietors, 
but  the  Government  and  Jurifdidion 
were  given  up  to  the  Crown  in  1702. 

New-Tork, 
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New-Tork ,  was  fir  ft  vifitcd  by  Hudfon  in 
1608,  who  gave  his  Name  to  the  River, 
bought  the  Country  of  the  Indians,  and 
fold  it  to  the  Dutch-,Charlesl.  laid  claim  and 
the  States  General  difowned  their  Title  to 
it,  and  the  Dutch  Company  made  an 
offer  of  it  for  2500I,  but  they  retreated, 
built  Forts,  and  called  it  all  with  New- 
Jerfey,  the  New  Netherlands.  Jt  was 
conquered  with  New-Jerjey ,  and  granted 
to  the  Duke  of  York ,  and  call’d  Yorkshire , 
it’s  bounds  firft  were  North  the  River  St, 
Lawrence ,  and  the  South  Sea,  Weft }  but 
it  is  now  confined  to  narrower  Limits, 
towards  the  Sea  Coaft,  exclufive  of  Long - 
JJIandy  but  grows  broader  towards  the 
Country  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  is 
fuppofed  to  be  comprifed  therein.  The 
Property  and  Government  are  in  the  Crown. 
Penjilvania,  takes  it’s  Name  from  the 
Proprietor  William  Penn,  granted  by  King 
Charles  II.  in  1680,  it’s  extent  is  from 
the  beginning  of  the  40  to  the  43,  deg.  of 
Latitude  j  and  from  the  5th  Deg.  of 
Wejlern  Longitude,  from  Delawar  River, 
excepting  12  Miles  round  Newcaftle. 
In  1682,  the  Duke  of  York  granted  to 

Penn, 
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Pmn  a  Slip  of  the  New  Netherlands  from 
1 2  Miles  North  of  Newcafile ,  South,  to  Cape 

Hinbptn  in  3».  45.  whiJ,h  P”‘  ,S  ' f 

the  Delaware  or  lower  Countries. 

Property  and  Government  are  in  the  Pro- 
prietor.  Georgia  'till  1732,  made  part  of 
South  Carolina ,  it  was  fettled,  feparated  an  ■ 
wanted  to  a  Corporation  for  21  \  ears ;  at 
The  End  of  that  Time  the  Government 
was  to  revert  to  the  Crown. 

4 

Thefe  are  the  Poffeffions  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  which  England  has  fo  juft  a  Claim, 
and  which  being  fituated  in  fo  fine  a  Part 
of  the  Globe,  as  the  fame  Latitudes  with 
the  moft  fertile  Parts  of  Europe ,  Africa 
and  Afia,  would  necefiarily  produce  fucn 
Fruits,  Fifli,  Beafts,  &c.  as  are  not  on  y 
ufeful  in  themfclves  but  profitable  to  Trade, 
Manufactures  and  Navigation, .  fince  we 
find  that  where  the  Summers  are  hotter 
and  the  Nights  colder  than  in  England, 
towards  the  Coaft  every  Thing  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  that  can  be  here  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
imagined  that  if  the  interior  Parts  of  the 
Country, '  particularly  of  New  England 
which  are  thus  reprefented,  were  cleare^ 
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from  the  great  Quantities  of  Wood  that 
there  every  where  cover  the  Surface  of  the 
Earth,  infomuch  that  the  Sun  cannot  pe¬ 
netrate  to  warm  it ,  the  Fruitfulnefs  of  the 
ountry  would  not  yield  to  Great  Britain. 

of  North  COnflder  the  Prefent  Products 

LIT™’  Wi‘h  ReSard  <o  Com- 
merce  and  Navigation,  and  we  (hall  be 

“sfcd  importance  o 

Hai  r  0Part0fitffiP«"  of  our 
«ands.  Georgia,  which  is  -the  mo0 

Proving  an.  which,  till  the 
73->  was  deferted  by  the  Inhuh; 
tents  of  South  Carolina,  of  which  it  then 

atk  Part,  on  Account  of  its  Vicinity  to 
St.  Jugutw,  poffeffed  by  the  Spaniard, 
etng  etded  by  Mr .  Oglethorpe  has  prof' 
pered  abundantly,  and  prX’es  £££ 
great  Quant, ttes,  Silk  and  Pot.a(h .  ,0 

hichmaybe  added  confiderable  Crops 
f  Indtgo ;  and  fince  the  Dutv  imn 
Commodity  has  been  take^ffT^ 

S^arefor^y^ 
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Our  Trade  to  Virginia  and  Maryland  is 
ftill  of  a  more  interefting  Nature,  fince  it 
not  only  increafes  the  public  Revenue  with 
about  half  a  Million  of  Money  yearly, 
but  brings  into  the  Coffers  of  the  Englifo 
Merchants  near  the  fame  Sum.  The 
Staple  Commodity  of  thefe  two  Colonies 
is  Tobacco,  but  that  of  Virginia  is  chiefly 
the  fweet  Scented,  and  that  of  Maryland 
what  is  call’d  Oroonoko ;  the  former  is 
principally  confumed  here  and  fent  to 
Ft  ■ance,  and  the  latter  is  exported  to  HoV 
land ,  Germany ,  and  the  Baltic. 

The  Advantage  refulting  to  this  Nation 
by  the  Tobacco  Trade  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland ,  may  be  partly  nearly  computed, 
by  the  Number  of  Ships  there  is  employed 
and  the  Quantity  imported,  the  greater 
part  whereof  is  again  exported.  Upon  a 
Medium  of  one  year  with  another,  there 
are  200  fail  of  Ships,  from  100  to  400 
Tons  Burthen,  freighted  with  Tobacco 
from  thofe  two  Colonies  to  England,  which 
import  at  leaf!;  100,000  Hogfheads,  each 
Jiogfhead  containing  above  400  weight : 

D  Forty 
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Forty  Thoufand  Hogfheads  may  be  con. 
fumed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  Quern- 
J>y,  Jerfey,  and  the  other  inferior  Britifb 
Jilands,  and  for  which  Forty  Thoufand 
Hogfheads  of  Tobacco,  that  are  worth  to 
us  above  146,000/.  Sterling,  we  fhould  be 
obliged  to  pay  ready  Money  to  Foreigners, 
if  thefe  efhmable  Colonies  were  wrefted 
from  us.  The  Sixty  Thoufand  Hogfheads, 
which  we  export,  we  now  receive  yearly 
440,000/.  Sterling  for  from  Foreigners,  in 
ready  Money,  or,  what  is  the  fame  Thinr, 
tn  Goods,  tor  which  they  would  take  no 
other  barter,  and  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
pay  ready  Money  for  j  but  this  is  not  yet 
,all  the  Advantage  we  receive  from  the 
Trade  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.— This 
very  Money,  which  is  remitted  here  for 
Tobacco  exported,  is  laid  out  by  the  Plan¬ 
ters  Agents  here  in  our  Staple  and  other 
Commodities,  which  occcafions  another 
freight  for  as  many  more  Ships  :  And  to 
this  v/e  mud  add  a  National  Advantage, 
the  Duty  on  the  Forty  Thoufand  Hogl 
meads  of  Tobacco  confumed  here,  a- 
mounting  to  500,000/.  Sterling. 


It 
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It  is  evident  from  hence,  how  muc 
ie  Article  of  Tobacco  from  thefe  Colonie3 
mds  to  maintain  the  Balance  of  Trade  in 
wf  favour,  and  how  much  we  are  mte-. 
efted  not  only  to  protect  Vtrgttna  and 
Maryland ,  butalfo  to  avoid,  as  far  as  pol- 
fible,  their  labouring  Men  from  being 
drawn  away  from  their  Work,  m  order 
to  defend  themfelves  and  their  Country. 

To  thefe  Articles  let  us  fubjoin,  the  vaf 
Number  of  People  that  is  maintained,  and 
many  of  them  enriched  here  at  home  y 

the  Induftry  of  their  Countrymen  m  thefe 

two  Colonies;  for,  except  their  daily  Foo  , 
there  is  hardly  any  Thing  they  confume 
or  make  ufe  of  but  what  is  manufactured 
in  or  fent  from  their  mother  Country  ; 
and  the  Shipping,  amounting  to  between 
three  and  four  Hundred  Veffels  employed 
in  the  Trade,  lupports  a  great  Number  of 
our  ableft  Seamen,  which  adds  to  our  i  a- 
val  Strength,  and  might  be  a  Means  of 
manning  a  formidable  Fleet  in  time 

Neceffity. 

The  next  Province  that  prefents  itfelf 

D  2  t0 
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to  US  hr  it's  extraordinary  Advantages  ti 
iade  and  Navigation,  is  that  of  AfJ 

ott  ,  Tm,°f  ,he  Qismities  oi 

Navi  „„  i  dp  uC’  for  Marts  for  our 

eu^/rlrct'^trfnTT"^'- 

7  j- 

^icvtnuour  iracieto  t he  •  . 

^  o  n,i]f :  zhnf 

the  breaki„;:rrP^;r^ 

Lnaerwo®ds  and  Trees  of  ;nf  •  N  1 " 

particularly  thofe  'C  On"f«’°r  Nature, 
r  /  UjOie  in  the  more  Wen*™ 

t  arts  o  the  Province,  ihould  be  ftlPd  7 

•he  making  way  for  &„■  ‘  d’/°r 

In  this  place.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  remark 
that  a  Claufe  in  the  Adi  of  TM  T 
which  prohibits  the  cutting  of 

Plne  Trees>  of  the  Diameter  0/? 
ches,  at  2C  inches  from  the  P  f  j4 

growing  within  fome  trad  of  r  T*’  ^ 

ed  to  fome  private  Perfl  grant“ 

oafo- ,  6,0>  without  his  Ma>(7* 

Licence, 
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Licence,  may  prove  very  detrimental  to 
the  growth  of  White  Pines  of  a  proper 
fize  for  Marts  in  fuch  places  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  New -England,  which  are  the 
moft  commodious  for  their  Conveyance  to 
the  Sea  Shore  j  as  many  Places  fo  fituated 
are  a&ually  in  the  Occupation  of  Settlers 
who  have  received  their  Grants  of  Land, 
fince  the  Year  1690,  and  as  by  this  they 
will  be  induced  to  cut  their  Pine  Trees  fit 
for  Marts,  before  they  arrive  at  the  Dimen- 
fions  herein  fpecified,  and  the  Difficulty, 
Delay  and  Expence  of  granting  Licences 
are  fo  great,  that  very  few  have  been  ap¬ 
plied  for.  I  am  not  infenfible  of  the  Inten¬ 
tion  of  this  Claufe,  which  I  apprehend 
was  inferted  with  a  view  of  preventing  any 
White  Pines,  of  the  Dimenfions  fit  for 
Ships-Mafts,  being  exported  to  affift  the 
French ,  or  other  Naval-rival  Powers  in  fur- 
nifhing  their  Fleets  therewith,  and  for  the 
more  fecurely  appropriating  them  to  our 
own  Ufe ;  but  as  Experience,  Sir,  has  con¬ 
vinced  us  of  the  bad  Confequence  refulting 
to  ourfelves  from  this  Claufe,  I  and  many 
more  Merchants  of  this  City,  who  have  the 
Honour  of  the  Bntijh  Flag,  and  the  Com¬ 
merce 


f 
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merce  of  thefe  Realms  much  at  Heart, 
entertain  hopes  of  feeing  this  Bar  to  the 
growth  of  Pines  of  proper  Dimenfions, 
(and  fo  fituatedas  to  be  conveniently  fhip’d 
for  Old  England,}  in  the  Province  of  New 
England,  foon  removed. 

It  would  be  needlefs,  Sir,  to  add  any 

more  to  a  Perfon  of  your  Judgment  and 
Penetration  concerning  the  removal  of  any 
Obftacle  to  our  Maritime  Power;  there¬ 
fore  I  fhall  quit  this  Digreflion,  and  finifh 
my  Account  of  the  Mercantile  Products 
of  the  Continent  of  North  America,  with 
Nova  Scotia,  which  gave  the  firft  rife  to 
our  prefent  Quarrel  with  the  French,  and 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  be  facri- 
ficed  to  them  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
in  the  expectation  of  gaining  their  Friend- 
fhip,  which  if  it  were  lincere,  would  be 
too  dearly  bought  at  fo  great  a  Price ;  for 
the  Province  already  produces  befides 
Timber,  Planks,  Deals,  Hoops,  Staves 
and  other  Sorts  of  Lumber  ;  Corn,  Fruit, 
Peafe  and  other  Pulfe,  and  in  feveral 
Places  there  are  large  Woods,  the  Trees 
whereof  are  as  fit  for  Mads  as  thofe  of 
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Norway'.  If  there  were  occafion,  Shipping 
of  all  kinds  might  be  conftrudted  here  5 
the  Oak  Timber  that  grows  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince  being  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  that 
of  Norway :  But  if  it  were  only  for  the 
Filh  that  is  caught  upon  the  Coafts  of  this 
Colony,  it  would  be  of  no  fmall  Impor¬ 
tance  to  us  j  Whales,  Codfifh  and  Salmon 
abound  upon  the  Coaft,  as  well  as  Mack- 
rel.  Pilchards,  Shads,  Trout,  Scacows, 
&c. 

The  mention  of  our  American  Filhery 
naturally  leads  to  that  of  Newfoundland , 
which  for  the  Advantages  it  produces  both 
to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  fhould  be  prefer’d  to  the  Mines 
of  Peru.  No  one  can  doubt  this,  when  he 
confiders  that  we  bring  from  thence  yearly 
between  2  and  300,000  hundred  weight 
of  Fifh,  befides  4  or  5000  Hogflieads  of 
Oil,  by  which  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money 
is  faved  or  brought  into  this  Kingdom  an¬ 
nually,  and  a  very  great  Number  of  our 
bed:  Seamen  trained  and  fupported.  But 
the  Quantities  of  Fifh  brought  from 
thence  to  Great  Britaint  is  not  to  be  com- 
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par’d  to  what  we  furnifh  from  thence, 
to  the  Portugueje ,  and  Italian 

Markets,,  as  well  as  our  bugar  Colonies 
and  the  other  Weft  Indian  Illands,  fo  that 
the  increafe  that  this  Trade  makes  to  the 
National  otock,  cannot  be  computed  at 
lefs  than  3  or  4000  Thoufand  Pounds  per 
Annum ;  for  a  Ship  of  100  Tons,  with 
the  Charge  only  of  Viduals  and  Fitting 
Tackle  for  Twenty  Hands,  will  bring  to 
Market  in  Portugal,  Spain  or  Italy  3000/. 
worth  of  Fitt,  and  frequently  clear  2000/. 
for  the  Proprietors,  fo  that  according  to 
this  Calculation,  which  is  not  over  rated, 
150  Ships  only  will  clear  300,000  /.  and 
confequently  increafe  the  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  Stocks  fomuch. 

Having  thus  given  as  concife  an  Ac¬ 
count  as  I  poffibly  could  of  our  North 
American  Settlements,  which  needs  no 
further  Jlluftration  to  prove  their  Impor¬ 
tance  ;  it  is  time  to  confider  the  mod: 
effectual  Methods  of  fecuring  them  againft 
the  Invafions  of  the  French ,  who  •  have 
long  fince  laid  the  Plan  for  wrefting  them 
from  us,  being  perfwaded  that  untill  they 

fhalU 
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fhall  have  weaken’d  England  in  her  Com¬ 
merce  by  the  lofs  of  her  American  Colo¬ 
nies,  her  Trade  and  Navigation  will  (if 
properly  exerted)  always  protect  her  from 
the  Power  of  France ;  and  conlequently 
the  great  Project  of  univerfal  Monarchy 
can  never  be  compaffed  by  the  French  till 
they  have  deftroy’d  our  Commerce  and 
Navigation,  which  they  cannot  more  ef¬ 
fectually  do,  than  by  worming  us  out  of 
the  Continent  of  North  America.  In  or¬ 
der  to  facilitate  this,  they  are  building  a 
Chain  of  Forts  to  circumlcribe  the  Eng- 
lij h  Settlements,  and  cut  us  off  from  all 
Communication  of  Alliance,  or  Trade 
with  the  Indian  Nations  ;  to  confine  our 
Settlements  within  iuch  Limits  as  the 
French  are  pleafed  to  prefcribe  the  Engliji} 
Provinces  ;  and  alfo  with  a  View  of  join¬ 
ing  houtfiana  and  Canada ,  and  at  the  fame 
time  making  themfelves  Mailers  of  the 
Lakes,  and  in  the  End  render  the  whole 
Continent  a  Poffeffion  of  France. 

From  this  it  appears  it  will  be  necellary 

for  the  Protection  of  our  Settlements, 

to  circumvent  this  Plan  of  Operations  of 

£  the 
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the  French ;  that  is  to  fay,  make  ourfeives 
a  communication,  for  forming  Alliances, 
and  Trading  with  the  Indian  Nations; 
render  the  Project  of  a  Junction  between 
Louijiama,  and  Canada  abortive,  and 
demolish  the  chain  of  forts  within  which 
we  dull  otherwise  be  immured.  The 
only  Method  that  I  can  devife  for  fru¬ 
strating  this  Plan,  is  to  become  Mailers  of 
the  Indian  Countries  fo  as  to  fecure  our¬ 
feives  and  protect  the  Indians  our  Allies  : 
And  to  compals  this  we  muft  either  dis¬ 
pute  with  Arms  every  pais  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  and  then  fecure  them  with  Forts  and 
Garrifons,  or  become  Mailers  of  the 
Lakes ,  and  by  that  means  gain  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  that  Navigation. 

But  as  the  French  Government  in  Ca¬ 
nada  is  a  Military  united  Power,  every 
way  trained  to  Martial  exercife,  and  the 
Inhabitants  of  our  Colosies,  live  by  their 
Labour,  and  are  not  accuilomed  to  the 
uie  of  Arms ;  it  will  neceilarily  follow 
that  if  we  propofe  fucceeding,  we  muil 
either  employ  Auxiliaries,  or  endeavour 
at  the  Dominion  of  the  Lakes. 
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As  we  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
lo »  and  with  it  a>l 

diately  Execute  feme  Enterprise  to  regam 
poLe  the  Sovereignty  of  that  Uo 
if  that  Ihould  appear  not  lo  p 
le  as  con W  be  wtfted,  we  flrould  en- 

:t  Te  to  go  and  fettle  upon 

Ranks  of  hake  Erie  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Miamis,  where  a  Fort  Ihould  be 
inftantly  built  in  as  ftrong  a  Manner  as 
nfhble  be  fortified  with  a  good  Garnion 
P  tlv  \f  not  all  Englijh ,  who  Ihould  for- 

Summer.  *  The 

*  If  this  Ihould  appear  impraaicable  m 
.  •  ;rKin  the  Time  limited,  as  a  longer 

^Wdk„ft.ren,oMatalConfequ=n« 

:  b 

rt,on  »Hct  otew,ie6tlr.  Fm A  -U1  in 

?  n°a  Ltil  tv  effeft  between  Louiftam  and 
Si  b,  means  of  their  poifefflng  0/wg, 
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The  Navigation  of  the  Lake  Chamnlo* 

AouM  be  confides ,  £%*£ 
Tt,  '!  at  Crmn  P«*.  will  in  a,, 

probability  be  a  great  Obllacie  to  our  ob 

ZTU  NrTtiM  °f  <*•  FZ 1 

Means oZtZl  *?  » 
that  place.  S  ^  '  French  to  evacuate 

The  Parliament  granted  Jaft  Year 
»on  granted  to 

concert  and  take  all  fuch  lui  ^  * 

cc  might  be  neceifary  to  difannoini-^8  n ^ 
^t  any  Enterprises  or  T?Pf  0r  de~ 

«  Enemies  ,  DeflSns  of  &s 

1Ilies>  and  as  the  Pv,*^ 

“  Affairs  might  reouir*  ”r  gen^  of 
.>  •  r  f,  re<luire ;  fome  of  which 
it  JS  reafonable  to  imagine  has  been 

ployed  for  the  fecuritv  of  !  em" 

Colonies,  fmce  by  thf  l>r 

Enemies  the  Affkfrs  of  our  C °f  °Ur 

of  thofe  Parte  u  Countrymen 

Ti™  in  *  ^Zs  'Z£?  Z 

convey’d  to  Amcr:™  Q  j  >  .  nner  as  t0  be 

j'  lu  rimerua,  and  there  joined. 
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although  fo  great  a  Sum  has  been  expend¬ 
ed  fince  laft  Year  on  our  Colonies,  I  am 
lorry  to  find  they  have  been  fo  ill  pro- 

tefted, - -but  as  it  fhall  not  be  the  fub- 

jeft  of  this  Letter  to  point  out  defefts  in 
the  former  Adminiftration  any  further 
than  they  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  guide 
us  like  Landmarks,  in  avoiding  Shoals 
and  dangerous  Coafts ;  fo  I  fhall  wave 
difcuffing  the  Caufes  of  our  late  Ill  fuc- 
cefs,  where  they  can  be  no  wife  ufeful  to 
our  future  Conduit  But  an  obfervation 
cannot  be  paffed  over  in  this  Place,  which 
is,  that  tardy  and  ftarved  Meafures  may 
be  reckoned  the  principal  fources  of  the 
Misfortunes  of  the  inglorious  Year  1756. 
Tiiefe,  then  let  us  particularly  avoid,  and 
as  his  Majefty  has  gracioufly  and  judici¬ 
ously  told  his  Parliament,  “  1  rely  on  your 
'Vifdom,  that  you  will  prefer  more  vi- 
‘  gorous  Efforts  (though  attended  with  a 
“  large  Expence)  to  a  lefs  effeftual,  and 
£‘  therefore  lefs  frugal  plan  of  War,”  let  us 
not  flint  our  Meafures  withaview  of  faving 
a  few  Thoufand  Pounds,  when  by  the 
expending  them  we  may  attain  at  prefent, 
what  hereafter,  may  coft  us  as  many 

Millions, 


(  3°  ) 

Millions,— «tnd  which  then  may  be  only 
ineffectually  thrown  away. 

With  this  View  then,  we  fhould  not, 
on  the  one  Hand,  grudge  any  neceffary 
Expence  for  the  Security  of  our  American 
Poffeflions,  or  fhould  we  on  the  other, 
lavifh  away  any  Money  needleflly,  though 
the  Meafure  might  carry  with  it  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Efficacy.  But  inftead  of 
200,000  and  odd  Pounds,  which  were 
granted  for  America  laft  Year,  if  two  Mil¬ 
lions  had  been  granted,  and  Ofwego  had 
been  ftill  in  our  Poffefiion,  and  Crown - 
Point  taken,  we  fhould  have  been  Gainers 
by  the  Balance  ;  but  as  it  turned  out  not 
only  all  that  Money  was  loft,  but  our 
Poffeflions,  our  Soldiers,  and  the  Time 
that  we  fhould  have  employed  in  defeating 
the  French  Schemes,  deftroying  the  Chain 
of  Forts  they  were  building  to  circurnfciibe 
our  Colonies,  and  making  ourfelves  a  Way 
into  the  Indians  Country  to  trafhck  with 
them,  and  gain  their  Alliance. 

In  Order  to  avoid  the  Artifices  of  de- 

defigning  Men,  and  fuch  there  may  be  in 
°  the 
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the  Colonies,  who  may  have  an  Intereft  of 
protrading  the  War,  as  long  the  Remit¬ 
tances  for  the  Support  of  Troops  pais 
through  their  Hands ;  for  we  have  had 
feveral  Hints  of  this  Kind  already,  and  the 
Siege  of  Cape  Breton ,  it  is  faid,  furniihed 
fome  (hiking  Examples  of  the  Avidity  of 
fome  New  England  Agents,  with  Regard 
to  Old  England's  Money  :  With  a  View 
of  entirely  preventing  any  fuch  Deceit, 
and  of  keeping  the  labouring  People  to 
•  their  Work  in  the  Colonies,  it  would  be 
prudent  to  fend  over  a  fufficient  Number 
of  Forces,  with  thofe  Regulars  that  are 
there  already  to  oppofe  the  French  Regu¬ 
lars,  and  engage  as  many  Indians  in  our 
Service  as  may  be  neceffary  to  make  Head 
againft  their  Indians ;  for  regular  Troops, 
or  even  Provincials,  that  will  not  fubmit  to 
the  Indian  Manner  of  fwamp  Fighting, 
can  never  have  any  Share  with  the  In¬ 
dians. 

It  is  faid  we  are  to  fend  over  Ten  Thou- 
fand  Men  this  Spring  to  reinforce  the 
Troops  under  Lord  Loudon ;  a  lefs  Num¬ 
ber  will  be  infufficient,  and  yet  we  hear 

but 
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but  of  Three  Thouiand  Highlanders  that 
are  to  be  raifed  upon  this  Occafion,  furely 
we  cannot  Ipare  Seven  Thouiand  more  of 
the  Troops  in  Great  Britain  to  be  fent  to 
America  ;  as  our  Hanoverian  and  Hejjian 
Auxiliaries,  are  to  tarry  here  no  longer 
than  the  latter  End  of  February  :  there¬ 
fore  I  fhould  think  it  expedient  to  engage 
as  many  Swifs  in  our  Service,  which  might 
be  effected  at  a  very  reafonable  Rate ;  not- 
withftanding  the  War  that  is  lighting  up 
upon  the  Continent,  fince  the  principal 
of  the  Cantons  have  refolved  to  have 
their  Subjects  remain  Neuter  as  to  the 
Continental  War,  which  in  all  Appear¬ 
ance  will  prove  a  Religious  one,  and 
therefore  might  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  to  the  Cantons  of  different 
perfuafions.  If  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Swifs,  could  not  be  engaged,  which  it 
were  to  be  wifhed  might,  on  Account  of 
their  Ixnowledge  of  Arms,  and  Power 
of  bearing  Fatigue  ;  fuppofe  the  deficiency 
were  to  be  drawn  from  the  Palatines  and 
other  German  Emigrams,  now  inhabiting 
the  Province  of  Penfilvannia ;  and 
Cnee  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  are 

for 
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“or  the  greater  part  Quakers,  and  preach 
jp  the  Doftrine  of  Non  Refiftance,  they 
(hould,  if  they  have  any  Defire  of  being 
protected  and  remain  in  Quietnefs,  at 
lead:  pay  thofe  who  fight  their  Battles ; 
by  which  means  a  fufficient  Number  of 
thefe  Emigrants  might  be  maintained  for 
the  public  Service  without  being  at  any 
Charge  to  the  Government ;  for  it  would 
be  unreafonable  for  a  Perfon  who  occu¬ 
pies  as  much  Land  as  any  forty  can  Till 
&c.  not  to  fupport  four  for  the  Protection 
of  it.  ITowever  it  is  abfolutely  necefiary 
that  the  Army  under  Lord  London  fhould 
be  reinforced  very  early  next  Spring,  and 
as  the  Scotch  Batallions  will  not  be  fuffici¬ 
ent,  and  it  were  better  and  more  agree¬ 
able  to  the  People  to  fend  Foreigners  to 
America  to  fight  our  Battles,  than  bring 
them  here  to  remain  Idle  and  breed  a 
Famine  ;  if  a  fufficient  Number  of  Swifs 
cannot  be  procured,  the  Palatines  in 
America  might  make  up  the  Deficiency, 
or  an  equivalent  Number  of  Scotch  (over 
and  above  the  two  Batallions)  be  fent,  and 
if  the  Army  under  Lord  Loudon  can  be 
augmented  to  20000  Regulars  by  the  lafl 

F  of 


(  34  ) 

of  May  next,  they,  with  the  Indians  in 
our  Alliance,  would  bid  fair  for  taking 
Crown  P oint  by  the  End  of  June. 

%  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  without 
tms  Reinforcement  arrives  in  America, 
and  joins  the  Army  before  the  French ,  at 
Crown-P oint ,  can  befufficiently  ftrengthen- 
ed  from  Europe, ,  to  make  head  again  ft  us, 
all  our  hopes  of  the  next  Campaign,  by 
L.md,  may  be  laid  alide,  iince  if  we  do  not 
iucceed  at  Crown-Point,  and  the  French 
fhould  penetrate  but  as  far  as  Albany, 
they  would  bid  fair  to  alarm  the  out 
Settlers,  who  would  not  hefitate  to  fly  to 
the  Eajlern  Parts.  But  not  to  permit  my 
Imagination  to  bewilder  itfelf  any  further 
with  inch  a  diiagreeable  Scene,  I  will 
believe  the  prefent  Adminiftration  prudent 
enough  to  prepare,  and  have  f'uch  a 

Number  of  Forces  ready  to  embark  by  the 

End  of  March  at  fartheft,  which  fhould 
be  the  longeft  Term  permitted  for  their 
tarrying  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic. 

Then  let  me  remind  you.  Sir,  to  be 
particularly  careful  what  Contractors 
you  engage  with,  what  Superintendents 
you  employ,  for  luch  another  ignorant 

Embark- 
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Embarkation  and  Expedition,  as  that  of 
laft  Year  to  America ,  will  not  only  go 
near  to  Ruin,  or  rather  give  up  to 
the  French ,  all  cur  Colonies;  but  even  fo 
far  exhauft  the  public  Treafure,  by  means 
of  a  Prolongation  of  the  prefect  War, 
(which  can  never  be  terminated  to  our 
Advantage,  unlefs  we  fucceed  in  America , 
and  which  however  fuccelsful  in  Europe, 
cannot  recompenfe  the  Lofs  of  a  Angle 
Colony  in  America )  that  our  National 
Debt  may  be  increafed  from  85  Millions 
to  170  Millions,  without  our  reaping  one 
fingle  Advantage  from  it  to  the  Public, 
—  fome  private  Fortunes  indeed  may 
be  made.  If  thefe  Contractors  are  to  be 
paid  for  100,000  Trufles  of  Straw,  at 
an  extravagant  Rate  to  be  lent  to  Amer ica, 
which  will  be  rotten  before  they  arrive 
there,  where  any  Quantity  may  be  had 
for  little  or  nothing  —  If  the  Embarkation 
is  defer’d  for  Three  Months  after  every 
thing  is  ready,  becaufe  the  Remittances 
cannot  be  made  immediately,  to  pay  the 
Troops  in  America  a  Year’s  Pay,  and 
which  fome  principal  Officers  may  chufe  to 
have  the  Fingering  of  before  they  let  out, 
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.  —  {  *ay  oir,  any  fucli  Impofition, 

or  Impediment,  fhould  encreafe  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of,  or  obftrudt  our  Spring  Expedition 
to  America ,  the  People  will  on  the  one 
hand  have  reafon  to  Complain  -  on 
the  other  to  Mourn. 

But  thele  are  only  meant  as  Hints,  not 
as  Predictions,  and  I  hope  they  will  not 
be  without  their  ufe.  Therefore  I  fhall 
indulge  myfelf  with  a  ProlpeCt  of  proper 
Mealures  in  America,  and  they  crowned 
ith  Succefs  10  far  as  to  our  being  Matters  of 
Lake  Champlain ,  which  fhould  be 

lecured  to  us  by  fome  Armed  Ships  thereon, 
as  well  as  a  ftrong  Fort,  if  Crown  Point 
fhould  be  too  much  demolifhed,  or  found 
infufficient  for  the  Protection  of  the 

Lakes  St.  Sacrement ,  and  Champlain , _ , 

which  I  believe  it  would  not,  however  it 
fhould  be  well  Garrifoned. 

It  would  be  neceffary  alfo  to  keep 
lome  Armed  Veffels  upon  the  Lakes 
Huron,  and  Mijhigan,  and  a  Fort  built 
near  the  Bay  of  Saguinam,  upon  the  Lake 
Huron',  and  another  at  Mijkouaki mina, 
upon  Lake  Mijhigan,  would  be  a  Means 

of 
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of  fecuring  to  ourfelves  the  Navigation  of 
all  the  great  Lakes,  except  Ontario ,  and 
Superior ,  the  Fir  ft  of  which  might  be 
wrefted  from  the  French,  by  feizing 
Ofwego,  and  the  other  fupplied  if  it  fhould 
be  found  neceffary.  If  our  Efforts  could 
be  fo  far  crowned  with  Succefs,  we  muff 
imagine  that  the  French  would  foon  give 
up  all  their  forged  Claims  upon  our 
American  Poffeflions,  then  we  might  ex¬ 
ecute  a  farther  Plan  of  gaining  over  to 
our  Intereft,  the  principal  if  not  all  the 
Indian  Nations,  for  as  we  can  furnifh  them 
with  what  Commodities  they  require,  at 
a  cheaper  Rate  than  the  French,  they 
would  not  frequent  the  French  Markets, 

- but  then  perhaps  we  might  not  gain 

their  Confidence  and  their  real  Alliance, 
(inftead  of  their  pretended)  - — therefore 
the  beft  Method  to  gain  this,  would  be 
by  giving  Premiums  to  fuch  Englijh  as 
would  intermarry  with  the  Indians,  then 
they  would  by  their  own  natural  Ties,  be 
rivited  to  our  Intereft,  as  it  would  make 
part  of  their  own.  But  prior  to  this  we 
fhould  be  particularly  careful  not  to  leave 
any  of  our  Indian  Allies,  in  the  Lurch  at  the 

End 
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End  of  the  War,  for  otherwife  they  might 
afterwards  behave  towards  us,  as  they  did 
towards  the  French  in  1702,  when  War 
breaking  out  between  us,  and  the  French , 
all  the  Artifices  that  the  French  Miffiona- 
ries  coulo  pradtife,  were  infufficient  to 
excite  the  Indians  to  take  Arms  againft  us ; 
which  was  owing  to  the  ill  ufage  of  the 
French,  at  the  Treaty  of  Ryjwick ,  who 
then  left  use  Indians  to  fhift  for  themfelves. 

t  *• 

Before  I  quit  the  Subject  of  North 
America^  I  am  induced  to  take  Notice  of 
the  ufefulnefs  of  a  Fort  or  two  being 
eiecfted,  and  a  Garrifon  maintained  near 
the  IJle  of  Quirpon,  or  the  Bay  of  Moluo, 
on  the  IJland  of  Newfoundland ,  lince  fatal 

experiencedhasconvincedusthat  the  French 

have  found  a  Paflage  by  the  Streights  of 
Belleijle ,  for  a  large  Squadron  5  as  by  this 
Means  they  might  be  prevented  rendering 
this  Paffage  of  any  Ufe  to  them  for  the 
future,  lince  it  appears  chat  only  one  or 
two  Ships  of  any  conliderable  Force  can 
pafs  or  repafs  this  way  at  a  Time,  fo  that 
our  Forts  would  block  up  this  PalTage 
while  a  Fleet  fo  Stationed  as  Admiral 

Bofcawen  s 
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Bofcawen's  was  in  1755,  would  make  fure 
of  the  French  Fleet,  between  Cape  Raye, 
and  the  IJland  of  St.  Paul.  Perhaps  fome 
other  Fortifications  upon  the  Southern  Coaft 
of  Newfoundland ,  as  well  as  many  Im¬ 
provements  in  the  interior  Parts  of  the 
IJland ,  would  tend  not  only  to  the  Security, 
but  alfo  to  the  Advantage  of  that  important 
Fifhery ;  but  as  I  confider  thefe  Improve¬ 
ments  fitter  to  be  thought  of  in  a  time  of 
Tranquility  than  at  prefent,  I  fhall  not 
infift  upon  any  other  Operations,  being 
abfolutely  neceflary  at  this  Time  at  New¬ 
foundland,  than  the  ereding  a  fufficient 
Number  of  Forts,  to  Command  the 

Streights  of  Belleifle  — -  this  will  be 

abfolutely  Neceflary,  fince  it  will  appear 
in  the  fequel  of  this  Treatife,  that  we  can 
never  keep  a  Squadron  of  proper  Force 
upon  the  North  American  Station,  for 
Convoys  Coaftwife,  and  the  impeding  of 
any  confiderable  French  Squadron,  both 
by  the  paflage  between  Cape  Breton ,  and 
the  Southern  part  of  Newfoundland ,  and 
by  the  Streights  of  Belleifle. 


While 
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While  we  are  thus  bulled  with  North 
America ,  let  us  not  forget  other  Objedts, 
of  great  Importance,  for  fuch  mull  ever 
be  our  Weft  Indian  IJlands ,  on  account  of 
the  great  Revenue  and  faving  that 
accrue  from  thence  by  their  Sugar, 
MolafTes,  Rum,  Cotton,  and  we  might 
add  if  properly  cultivated  (particularly  on 
the  IJland  of  Barbadoes )  Indigo,  Piemento, 
Oranges,  Limes,  Citrons,  Pomegranets, 
Guavas,  Plantines,  Cocoa-Nuts,  India- 
Figgs,  Prickle-Pears,  Melons,  &c.  But 
although  we  have  been  alarmed  for  fome 
confiderable  Time,  with  the  Defigns  of  the 
French  upon  the  IJland  of  Jamaica ,  that 
fo  much  envied  Spot !  we  have  not  yet 
fent  any  Force  to  oppofe  what  Attempt  our 
Enemies  may  chufe  to  make  upon  it;  and 
which  according  to  the  bell  Accounts, 
there  is  neither  Force  by  Land  or  Sea,  to 
oppofe.  But  if  Jamaica ,  is  in  great  Danger 
from  the  French ,  at  St.  Domingo *  who 
would  be  glad  of  an  Opportunity  of  feizing 
it,  if  it  were  only  to  prefent  His  Catholic 
Majefty  with  it,  in  order  to  intice  him  to 
join  his  Arms  with  thofe  of  France  againft 

us. 
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what  mu  ft  our  Leeward  Iflands  be,  when 
we  confider  the  French  are  now  in  adtual 
Pofleffion  of  Dominica ,  St.  Lucia ,  St. 
Vincent ,  and  Tobago,  which  ffiould  be 
neutral  Iflands  ?  Tobago ,  is  not  above  40 
Leagues  from  Barbadoes,  which  at  this  Time 
is  in  a  very  feeble  Condition,  on  account 
of  the  decay  of  all  the  principal  Fortifications 
of  that  Ifland  ;  and  if  they  were  to  feize 
upon  this  and  Antigua ,  which  is  not  im¬ 
probable  when  we  confider  the  Smallnefs 
of  our  Fleet  in  the  Leeward  Iflands,  and 
the  want  of  Repairs  in  the  Fortifications 
of  Englijh  Harbour,  would  not  St.  Chrijlo- 
phers,  Montferrat,  Nevis,  and  the  fmaller 
Iflands,  to  the  Wejiward  of  them, 
neceflarily  fall  into  their  hands  ?  and  then  if 
Tamaica  were  in  Security,  it  would  be  of 
no  Ufe  to  us,  as  not  a  Angle  Merchantman , 
could  pafs  or  repafs  to  it,  without  a 
Convoy  fuperior  to  the  Naval  Power  of 
France.  So  that  it  evidently  appears,  if 
we  leave  the  French  in  the  quiet  Pofleffion 
of  the  neutral  Iflands,  we  ffiall  run  great 
Rifk  of  loflng  all  our  Weji-India  Trade. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  fend  & 

fufficient  Fleet  to  protedt  our  own  Iflands, 

G  -  - '  and 
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and  drive  the  French  from  theirUfurpations, 
at  Dominica ,  St.  Lucia ,  £/.  Vincent >  and 
' Tobago ,  we  may  not  only  pofifefs  ourfelves 
of  thofe  Ifiands,  but  fave  confiderable. 
Sums,  that  muft  neceffarily  be  employed 
in  fuperior  Convoys,  if  they  continue  there, 
even  without  attacking  our  Colonies ;  and 
in  the  End  prevent  any  future  Squabbles, 
at  a  Time  of  Peace  making,  concerning 
their  PolTeffors. 

*  /  * 

If  we  fhould  have  the  good  Fortune  to- 
fucceed,  in  difpo Felling  the  French  from 
thefe  Ifiands,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  keep 
a  fufficient  Squadron  Stationed  here  for 
their  Protection,  when  Overtures  of 
Peace  may  be  made,  or  even  after  ifs 
Conclufion ;  for  we  may  remember  that 
in  the  very  Interval  between  the  Ceflation 
of  Arms  in  ‘ Europe ,  and  the  Ratification, 
of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht y  the  French  equiped 
and  fent  privately  a  Squadron  with  Troops 
on  board,  to  invade,  take  and  deftroy 
the  Britijh  Canbce  TJlands ,  as  the  envied 
Rivals  of  the  French  Sugar  Trade.  Antigua 
was  to  have  been  the  firft  Sacrifice,  as 
the  principal  and  molt  Advantageous  to  the 

Englijh , 
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.Englifh,  on  Account  of  it’s  excellent 
Harbours  and  Situation  in  the  Track  of  Na- 
vigation  to  the  other  Leeward  Hands,  as 
alfoto  Jamaica.  But  this  Expedition  failed 
we  may  attribute  the  Fruftration  of  it  to 
:the  Vigilance  of  the  Inhabitants,  as  well 
as  to  fome  lucky  Incident —  for  our  Naval 
Armament  was  no  wife  concerned  in 
oppoling  it.  But  the  -  Vengeance  that 
Tailed  being  wreaked  upon  Antigua ,  fell 
.upon  Mont fer rat,  and  here  Mr.  CaJJart , 
who  was  Commander  in  chief  of  this 
French  Enterprife ,  fpread  lo  much 
Defolation  that  the  poor  Inhabitants  feel  to 
this  Hour,  the  unhappy  Effedls  of  our 
not  being  prepared  in  that  Quarter  with  a 
•formidable  Englijh.  Squadron.  If  we  were 
not  fufficiently  apprifed  at  this  Time  of 
the  Addrefs  of  the  French ,  of  making 
Incroachments  upon  our  Territories, 
particularly  in  North  America ,  to  warn  us 
againft  them  for  the  future,  I  iliould  re¬ 
commend  a  ftridt  Eye,  to  their  not  fetting 
Foot  again  in  the  (now)  Neutral  Elands, 
by  Artifice,  if  they  could- not  by  Force. 
But  we  are  no  longer  blinded  by 

Defigns  of  this  Kind,  and  if  we 

iliould 
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ihould  be  happy  enough  to  add  Dominica , 
St.  Lucia ,  St.  Vincent ,  and  Tobago ,  to 
our  other  PofTeffions  in  the  WeJI-Inclies , 
we  fhall,  it’s  to  be  hoped,  never  lofe  them 

_  ?*••»,  f  • 

again  by  French  Incroachments. 

To  confider  our  Sugar  Colonies  in  the 
Abftradt,  is  to  confider  the  Anatomy  of 
the  Body  without  the  Circulation  of -the 
Blood.  The  Vitals  of  our  Wejl-Indian 
Iflands  are  our  African  Settlements ;  if 
through  Negligence ,  Caprice ,  wrong  applied 
Farjimony ,  cr  Ignorance ,  thefe  fhould  ever 
happen  to  be  loft  —  our  Sugar  Colonies 
are  no  more.  This  is  of  fo  notorious  a 
Nature,  that  every  A  (ft  of  Parliament, 
which  has  been  paffed  for  Extending  or 
Improving  our  Trade  to  Africa ,  has 
recited  in  the  Preamble,  the  great  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Trade  to  Africa ,  for  fupplying 
the  Plantations  and  Colonies  thereunto 
belonging,  with  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Negroes. 

Thus  it  appears,  then,  that  all  our  Efforts 
for  the  Security  or  extentof  our  Weft -Indian 
lilands,  however  they  may  promife  fair 

for 
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for  rivalling  the  French  in  the  Sugar  T.  rade 
(that  vaft  Commerce!)  will  be  of  no 
Avail,  without  we  can  properly  defend 
our  Settlements  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa , 
and  prevent  the  French  continuing  their 
Incroachments  upon  our  Rights  there, 
which  they  have  already  begun  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea ;  for  though  we  have  been 
poffeffed  of  the  Trade,  particularly  on  the 
Gold  Coaft,  Whydah,  and  Gambia ,  up¬ 
wards  of-  Eighty  Years,  the  French 
are  daily  undermining  us  there,  fo  that 
if  by  open  Force  they  do  not  exclude 
us  from  all  Trade  to  Africa ,  they 
will  at  leaft  by  degrees  worm  us  out  of  it, 
•as  they  have  already  done  upon  the  Gum 
Coaft;  if  we  do  not  immediately  take  fuch 
falutary  Meafures,  as  may.  effe&ually 
fruftrate  this  long  and  deep  laid  Defign  of 
the  French ;  and  as  this  appears  a  Matter 
of  fo  much  Importance,  I  ihall  examine 

it  with  fome  Particularity. 


The  firft  Englifh  Ships  fent  to  Africa 
©n  account  of  Trade,  was  about  the  Year 
,  553,  from  that  Time  the  Trade  to  that 
Country  was  carried  on  by  private  Hands 
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till  the  Year  1758  j  when  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  by  her  Letters  Patent,  conftituted  a 
Company  for  the  more  effectual  carrying 
on  the  Paid  Commerce,  which  was  at  that 
Time  only  for  Gold ’,  Elephants  Teeth,  and 
Malaquetta  5  for  the  Englijh,  not  then  hav¬ 
ing  any  Settlements  in  the  Weft -Indies,  had 
no  Occafion  for  Slaves.  In  the  Reigns  of 
“James,  and  Charles  I.  the  Company  was 
greatly  encouraged ■,  but  the  Dutch  hav¬ 
ing  in  the  Year  1637  taken  feveral  Forts 
on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  they  committed 
great  Depredations  on  the  Englijh ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  oblige  them  to  leave  off  trading  to 
that  Part  of  the  World.  King  Charles 
H.  being  apprized  of  this  Behaviour 
of  the  Dutch,  the  better  to  enable  his 
Subje&s  to  carry  on  the  faid  Trade,  againft 
the  unjufl  Pretenfions  and  Ufurpations  of 
thefe  New-comers,  by  his  Letters  Patent 
of  the  10th  of  January  1662,  he  in¬ 
corporated  a  Body  of  Merchants,  by  the 
Title  of  the  Company  of  Royal  Adven¬ 
turers  of  England  to  Africa. 


The  Subfcriptions  for  carrying  on  this 
precarious  Trade  not  anfwering  the  Ex¬ 
pectation 
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pedation  of  the  Merchants  incorporated 
by  this  Patent,  their  Affairs  foon  became 
in  a  very  embarrafled  Situation,  and  they 
were  involved  in  great  Debts  and  Difficul¬ 
ties,  by  which  they  were  rendered  inca¬ 
pable  of  continuing  their  Trade  in  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  Manner in  confequence  of 
which  they  agreed  for  a  certain  Sum  of 
Money,  to  furrender  their  Charter  to  the 
Crown,  and  to  affign  all  their  Eftates  and 
Effeds,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  cer¬ 
tain  Merchants,  who  intended  to  ered  a 
new  Company,  for  the  more  effectual 
carrying  on  the  Trade  to  Africa.  Purfu- 
ant  to  this  Agreement,,  the  King,  having 
accepted  of  the  Surrender  of  the  faid  Char¬ 
ter,  did,  by  his  Letters  Patent  of  the  27th 

of  September ,  1672,  incorporate  the  late 
Royal  African  Company,  with  a  Power  to 
trade  in  Africa ,  from  the  Port  of  Sallee 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  during  the 
Term  of  a  thoufand  Years ,  exclufive  of  alj 
his  other  Subjeds. 

The  Company,  by  Virtue  of  this  Royal 
Grant,  made  a  confiderable  Progrefs  in 
creding  Forts,  and  fettling  Fadories ;  but 

their 
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their  Trade  being  laid  open  by  Parliament 
in  the  Year  1697,  they  were  rendered  un¬ 
able  to  fupport  the  faid  Forts,  wherefore 
it  was  enabled,  that  all  private  Traders  to 
Africa  fhould  pay  10  per  Cent,  to  the 
Company  for  the  Privilege  of  trafficking 
upon  that  Coaft.  From  the  Year  1713  to 
1730,  whilft  the  Company  had  no  Allow¬ 
ance  from  the  Public,  for  the  Support  of 
their  Forts  and  Settlements,  private  Tra¬ 
ders  made  great  Fortunes,  while  the  Com¬ 
pany,  not  without  fome  Mifmanagementi 
funk  under  the  weight  of  their  Burthen, 
infomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to  apply 
to  Parliament  for  Relief,  who  granted 
them  10,000  /.  a  Year  till  1746. 

From  that  Period  to  1749,  the  Affairs 
of  that  Company  were  entirely  at  a  Stand* 
no  Grant  having  been  made  for  three 
Years,  and  the  Company  were  indebted 
130,000  their  Forts  and  Caffles  in  a  ru¬ 
inous  Condition,  their  Credit  and  Repu¬ 
tation  loft. 

\ 

At  this  Time  the  Parliament  took  the 
Trade  to  Africa  into  Conftderation,  and 
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an  Adi'  was  palled  in  Confequence,  by 
which  it  was  enadted,  “  That  all  his  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  Subjedls,  who  lhall  trade  to  or 
“  from  any  of  the  Ports  or  Places  of  Africa , 
“  between  Cape  Blanco ,  and  the  Cape  of 
“  Good  Hope,  Hiall  for  ever  after  be  a  Body 
Corporate  and  Politic,  in  Name  and  in 
“  Deed,  by  the  Name  ®f  'The  Company  of 
“  Merchants  trading  to  Africa,  and  by  the 
fame  Name  fhall  have  perpetual  Succef- 
“  lion,  and  lhall  have  a  common  Seal ; 
“  and  by  that  Name  lhall  and  may  fue, 
“  and  be  fued,  and  do  any  other  Adi, 
“  Matter,  and  Thing,  which  any  other 
“  Body  Corporate  or  Politic,  as  fuch,  can 

4f  or  may  lawfully  do.”  -  <c  That  it 

“  lhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company, 
“  eftabliflied  by  this  Adi,  to  trade  to  or 
“  from  Africa,  in  their  Corporate  or  Joint 
<£  Capacity,  or  to  have  any  joint  or  tranf- 
“  ferrable  Stock,  or  to  borrow  or  take  up 
“  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  on  their 
<c  Common  Seal.” — “  That  the  Diredlion 
“  and  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
“  faid  Company  hereby  ellablifhed,  lliall 
“  be  in  and  by  a  Committe  of  Nine  Per- 

“  fons,  to  be  chofe  annually,  as  hereaf- 

H  ter 
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“  ter  is  mentioned,  who  are  to  meet  and* 
“  aidemble  together,  from  Time  to  Time, 
“  as  often  as  fhall  be  neceffary,  at  fome 
I  lace  in  the  City  of  London ,  and  the 
Committee-men  for  the  Time  being, 
or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  or  the  ma¬ 
jor  Part  fo  afembled,  fhall  from  and  after 
“  the  thirtieth  Day  of  'June, ,  1750,  have 
<c  full  Power,  from  Time  to  Time,  to 
matie  Orders  for  the  governing,  main¬ 
taining,  preferving,  and  improving  the 
“  Fcrts  and  Factories  already  built,  with- 
“  i!j  the  Limits  aforefaid  ;  and  to  appoint 
Governors,  Deputy-Governors,  or  any 
“  other  Officers,  Civil  or  Military,  of  or 
‘‘  for  the  laid  Forts  and  Settlements,  and 
“  thcm  t0  remove  and  difplace  when  they 
“  ffia,i  fee  fit ;  and  to  make  Orders  and  Re¬ 
gulations  for  the  better  Government  of 
the  (aid  Officers  and  Servants  abroad, 

••  and  to  take  Security  from  them  for 
"  their  good  Behaviour,  and  for  their 
'  paying  due  Obedience  to  the  Regula- 
“  tions  eftabliihed  by  this  Ad,  and  to 
Juch  Orders  and  Regulations  the  faid 
“  Committee  fhall  from  Time  to  Time 
“  think  proper  to  make;  fo  as  no  Order 


/ 
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<c  or  Regulations,  to  be  made  by  the  faid 
“  Committee,  fhall  tend  to  lay  any  Re- 
“  drain t  whatfoever  on  the  faid  Trade  or 
“  Traders  to  or  from  Africa ,  contrary  to 
“  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  of  this 
“  Aft.”  The  Freemen  by  this  Adi  are 
to  pay  40  s.  for  their  Freedom,  who  are 
to  eleft  the  Nine  Members  of  the  Com- 

•  s' 

mittee,  three  of  whom  are  to  be  of  Lon¬ 
don ,  three  of  Briftol ,  and  three  of  Liver¬ 
pool.  By  this  Adi  it  is  alio  enafted,  cc  That 
£C  the  faid  Committee  lhall  and  may  from 
£C  Time  to  Time,  inveft  fuch  Part  of  the 
cc  Money  in  their  Hands  as  they  lhall 
<c  judge  neceffary  in  the  Purchafe  of 
££  Goods,  and  Stores,  which  after  the  fame 
£C  are  infured,  which  they  are  hereby 
cc  impowered  and  required  to  procure  to 
“  be  done,  are  to  be  fent  and  exported  to 
£C  Africa ,  there  to  be  fold,  difpofed  of, 
cc  and  applied  for  the  foie  Ufe,  Preferva- 
£c  tion,  and  Improvement  of  the  Forts 
Cc  and  Settlements  there,  and  for  the  Pay- 
*£  ment  of  the  Salaries  and  Wages  to  the 
“  Officers,  and  other  Perfons  employed 
££  for  keeping  and  preferring  the  laid 
££  Forts  and  Settlements,  and  not  otherwife: 

£C  But 
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“  But  it  lhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  laid 
“  Committee  to  carry  or  caufe  to  be  carried 
“  or  exported  from  Africa ,  any  Negroes  or 
“  otker  Goods,  in  return  for  the  laid 
“  Goods  they  fliall  fo  export  from  Great, 
Bi itain^  01  in  any  other  Manner  to 

“  carry  on  any  Trade  to  or  from  Africa." 
■'  That  thefaid  Committee,  out  of  the 
“  Monies  they  lhall  receive,  fhall  dedud 
£-  annually  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  the  Sum 
“  °f  eight  Hundred  Pounds,  for  defray- 
“  ing  in  the  firft  Place,  the  Salaries  of 

"  their  CIeiks>  and  Agents  at  London , 
“  Brijlol  and  Liverpool.  The  Houle  Rent 

£  of  their  Office  in  London ,  and  all  other 
Charges  of  Management,  Commiffion, 
“or  Agency  in  England,  and  the  Refidue 
of  the  laid  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  fhall 
'  be  fhared  and  divided  among  tbemfelves, 
as  they  lhall  judge  proper,  as  a  Com- 
“  penfation  for  their  Trouble  and  Attend- 
£c  ance  in  the  faid  Office  of  Committee 
IVfen  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  Monies  which 
the  faid  Committee  lhall  receive  for  the 
Admiffion  of  Perlbnsinto  the  Freedom 
of  the  faid  Company,  lhall  be  applied 
,r  and  appropriated  wholly  to  the  Main- 

tainance. 


I 
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£c  tamance,  Support  and  Improvement  of 
cc  the  Forts  and  Settlements  already  built, 
,:i  or  which  hereafter  fhall  be  built  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa,  which  fhall  be  in  the 
“  Poffeffion  of  the  laid  Company;  and 
“  for  keeping  them  in  good  Repair  ;  and 
£:  for  providing  Ammunition,  and  other 
<c  Stores,  and  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  de- 
“  fend  the  fame  ;  and  for  paying  the  faid 
“  Officers  and  Soldiers;  and  to  and  for 
?c  no  other  Ufe  whatever.” 

Thus  the  old  Royal  African  Company 
was  abolifhed,  having  received  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  28th  of  January  1752, 
the  Sum  of  112,142/.  35.  3 d.  as  a  full 
Compenfation  for  their  Charters,  Lands, 
Forts,  Caftles,  Slaves,  Military  Stores, 
Books,  Papers,  and  all  other  Effe&s  what¬ 
ever,  to  be  applied  as  follows :  84,652/. 
1 2 s.  yd.  to  latisfy  the  feveral  Creditors  ; 
1695/.  3-r.  to  the  Commiffioners  appoint  - 
ed  to  examine  and  Rate  the  Creditors 
Claims;  23688/.  i$s.  $d.  to  fatisfy  fuch 
of  the  Proprietors  of  African  transferable 
Stock,  as  were  poffieft  of  the  fame  on 

the 
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She  3  i  ft  of  December  1748,  being  10  per 
Cent,  and  210 5/.  12s.  3 d.  to  fatisfy  fuch 
Proprietors  as  were  pofFefied  of  Stock  fince 
that  time,  being  after  the  Rate  of  3  per 

Cent . 

Since  the  Year  i749>  Parliament 
has  granted  every  Year  the  Sum  of 

1 0,000/.  (excepting  the  Years  1730,  1753 

and  1755*  when  16000/.  were  granted) 
for  the  Support  and  Repair  of  their  Forts 
and  Settlements  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa. 

It  is  now  time  to  confider  in  what  con¬ 
dition  thefe  Forts  really  are,  and  whether 
they  could  oppofe  an  attack  made  by  our 
powerful  Enemy  the  French ,  as  there  is 
too  much  Reafon  to  apprehend  they  are 
upon  the  Point  or  making  by  a  Fleet 
which  lately  fail’d  from  Breft-,  whilft,  as’ 
J  am  informed,  we  have  not  three  Men 
of  War  upon  the  African  Coaft  to  pro¬ 
tect  them. 

1.  fames  Fort  in  the  River  Gambia , 
though  mounted  with  36  Guns  is  not  able 
to  refill  any  European  Enemy. 


2.  Anna ~ 
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Annamabo  Fort  not  yet  finifhed. 

Fantumquerry  Fort,  of\  NotabIe  to 

1 3  Guns.  I  make  any 

Winnebah  Fort ,  of  16  )  refiftance  to 
Guns.  [  an  Lurcpe- 

5.  Accra  Fort,  of  3  6  Guns  J  an  Enemy. 

6.  Wy dab  Fort,  formerly  of  3  5  Guns, 
but  now  deferted. 


O 


3 


4' 


7.  Commenda  Fort,  of  31' 
Guns. 

8.  Succondee  Fort,  of  29 
Guns. 

9.  Dixcove  Fort,  of  30 
Guns. 


In  general 
outof  Re¬ 
pair. 


10.  Cape  Coaji  Cajlle,  of  40\ 
Guns. 

1 1 .  Fort  Royal,  of  12 
Guns. 

12.  Phipps's  Power,  of  5 
Guns. 

1 3 .  Queen  Anns  Point,  of 

5  Guns.  , 


In  a  State  of 
Defence 
proper  to 
1  keep  the 
Natives  in 
Awe. 


V 


By  this  Account,  which  I  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  publifh  as  authentic,  but  which 
was  given  me  by  a  Perfon  trading  to  the 
Coalt,  who  lately  came  from  thence,  and 

who 


I 
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who  could  have  no  view  in  deceiving  me  * 
it  appears  that  notwithftanding  our  thirteen 
Forts,  a  Fleet  of  only  Eight  Men  of  War 
could  drive  all  the  Englijh  from  Africa, 
by  which  our  Sugar  Colonies  would  be 
ruined,  from  whence  we  fhould  then 
get  no  Sugar,  Rum,  Melaffes,  Cotton, 
fjin^er  and  .^^loes,  in  return  for  our 

Woollen  and  other  Manufactures fent from 

here,  which  pay  Duties  to  the  Crown  ; 
and  which  alfo  they  furnifh  to  our  North 
American  Settlements,  in  return  for  Ship¬ 
ping,  Horfes,  Boards,  Staves,  Hoops, 
Lumber,  Timber  for  Building,  Fiih, 
Bread,  Bacon,  Corn,  Flour,  and  other 
Plantation  Necertaries  ;  —  for  then,  by 
means  of  the  French ,  ingrofling  the  Slave 
Trade,  (and  with  it  that  of  Elephant’s 
Teeth,  Gums,  Dye-woods,  Drugs,  Bees- 
Wax,  Gold,  &c.)  upon  the  Coart:  of  A- 
frica ,  they  would  ruin  our  Sugar  Colo¬ 
ny  Planters,  and  furnifh  all  the  fo¬ 
reign  Markens,  as  well  as  our  own,  with 
Sugar,  which,  by  the  fame  Means,  and 
new  Imports,  they  did,  till  lately,  with 
Indigo. 

A 
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A  Matter  of  fuch  great  Importance,  to 
lave  flipf  the  Obfervation  of  the  late 

\A - ry,  may  perhaps  be  not  fo  ex- 

raordinary  ;  as  its  efcaping  your  Atten- 
ion,  Sir,  only  for  one  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
iament ;  fince  the  Method  of  fecuring 
jur  Pofleffions  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa , 
ippears  to  me,  to  only  demand  a  fmall 
squadron  of  Men  of  War  being  ftati- 
:ioned  there,  and  proper  Funds  for  the 
Repair  and  Support  of  the  Forts  already 
;reded,  and  rendering  them  fit  to  oppofe 
my  Enemy,  as  well  as  the  Natives  ;  for 
it  cannot  be  furprizing  that  they  Ihould  be 
in  fo  defencelefs  a  Situation,  when  only 
10,000  /.  a  Year  has  been  paid  for  their 
Maintenance,  (except  threeYears  16,000/.) 
ince  the  Conftitution  of  the  new  Com¬ 
pany,  when  the  Royai  AJrican  Company 
eftimated  at  a  Time  they  were  1 30,000  /. 
inj^ebt,  and  had  no  Hopes  of  a  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Support,  that  their  Forts  could  not 
be  kept  upon  a  refpedable  Footing  under 
20,900  /.  2  s.  6  cl.  a  \  ear,  according  to 
die  following  Diftribution, 

£■  s •  d- 

Cape -Coaft  Caftle  7779  00  00 

I  Ana - 


(  ) 


Anamaboe  (confider-. 
ifig  the  great  Expence  j 
we  have  lately  been  at,  ' 

& 

S. 

£ 

for  the  rebuilding  it, 
and  which  is  unfiniih’d, 

)ii96 

12 

06- 

iliould  at  prefent  be 

rated  higher).  ' 

cIantnmquerryy 

651 

12 

06 

Winnebak , 

898 

12 

06 

Accra, 

1369 

12 

06 

Why  dab. 

j  j 

1369 

n 

06 

Gommenda , 

IQ7I 

02 

06, 

Succondee , 

1008 

02 

06 

"  Dixcove, 

*3°5 

02 

06. 

Prampram - 

OOOO 

OO 

OO 

yamesFoxi  at  Gambia , 

4242 

02 

06 

P  2  O  O  Q 

2 

06 

New,  in  order  to  make  up  a  Sum.  fuffici- 
eient  for  the  Maintenance  of  thefe  Forts 
and  Settlements,  it  will  be  neceflary  for 
the  Parliament  to  make  a  yearly  additi¬ 
onal  Grant  of  at  leaft  10,900/.  2  s.  6 

which  Expence  can  never  be  put  in  Com- 
petion  with  the  Advantages  refulting 
from  this  Trade  ;  and  of  which  there  is 
much  greater  Reafon  now,  than  at  any 

other 
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other  Time,  to  be  particularly  careful ; 
fince  if  the  Event  of  the  French  Arma¬ 
ments  fent  to  Africa  Ihould  not  turn  out 
to  our  Difadvantage  (which  can  hardly 
be  hoped,  without  we  dilpatch  a  Squa¬ 
dron  there  immediately,  or  reinforce  that 
in  the  Weft -Indies,  in  Fucli  a  Mannei  as 
to  enable  it  to  detach  a  Number  of  Ships 
upon  theCoaftof  Africa,  without  weaken¬ 
ing  itfelf,  fo  as  torilk  all  our  Sugar  Elands) 
their  Plan  of  purfuing  this  Commerce, 
bv  the  great  Encouragement  given  to  it 
above  any  other  Branch  of  Trade,  .  m 
.order  to  benefit  their  Sugar  Colonies, 
•which  by  this  Means  fupply  almolt  all 
Europe  with  this  Commodity ;  by  the 
Advantages  they  have  at  home,  and  the 
large  Price  they  fell  their  Negroes  for, 
/which  is  much  more  than  any  Bntijh 
Subiedts  can  get  for  theirs)  mu  ft  in  thehnu 
{without  we  exert  ourlelves,  ^  as  well  by 

proper  Encouragement  to  theTraders,  asm 

fupporting  and  improving  our  Forts  am 
Settlements  upon  the  Coaft,  winch  ftiould 
be  properly  guarded  by  our  maritime  F orce , 
to  avoid  Surprize  in  the  Interim)  prevail  J 
£nd  they  muft  rival  us  m  tne  -  ave» 

J  -  i  In  rvi 
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Gum, 
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Gum,  Gold,  and  Elephant  Tooth  Trades, 
if  not  drive  us  from  the  Coaft  itfelf,  and' 
by  a  neceifary  Confluence,  monopolize 
the  whole  Sugar  Trade;  by  which  they 
will  not  only  ruin  our  Colonies,  bid  fair 
or  upportmg  all  their  unwarrantable 
Claims  upon  our  North  -  American  Settle¬ 
ments,  but  at  the  fame  Time  drain  this 
Kingdom,  and  .  that  of  Ireland ,  of 
p  1.300/.  annually,  our  Exports  included 

or  what  fhould  be  our  own  Commodities 
* - —  our  Sugars. 

This  will  not  appear  exaggarated,  when 
we  con  fiber  the  real  Situation  of 
tne  Forts  upon  the  Coaft,  the  Addrefs  of 
the  French  in  indcing  the  Natives  into 
theii  Intereft;  and  the  Advantages  o-jven 
by  them  both  in  the  Slave  and  Su^ar 
Trade  —  for  Inftance,  the  French  exempt 
one  half  of  their  Duties  on  Sugar,  and 
and  all  other  American  Produ&s,  taken 
in  Exchange  lor  Negroes,  carried  to 
their  Plantations,  in  Africa. 

If 
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If  it  fhould  be  judged  that  this  is  a 
Time  not  fit  to  encreafe  any  Annual 
Grants,  when  the  Support  of  the  War 
.demands  fo  much,  and  we  have  as  yet 
not  found  ways  and  Means  for  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  Supplies  it  will  require  this  Year; 
a  Means  might  be  found  of  procuring  the 
Africa n  Company  what  deficiency  there 
is  in  their  annual  Grants  by  repealing  in  part 
fh  i  Claufe  of  the  Adi  of  their  Inllitution 
which  enadts.  “  That  the  faid  Committee 
“  fhall  and  may  from  Time  to  Time  invert 
“  part  of  the  Money  in  their  Hands,  as 
“  they  dial!  judge  neceffitry  in  the  purchafe 
of  Goods  and  Stores,  but  it  fhall  not 
“  be  lawfull  for  the  faid  Committee 
“  to  carry,  or  caufe  *to  be  carried,  or 
“  exported  from  Africa ,  any  Negroes,  ” 
&c.  £  For  if  they  were  permitted  to  pur¬ 
chafe,  Slaves  with  theMoneyin  their  Hands 
in  exchange  for  Goods  and  Stores,  before 
they  applied  it  to  the  Payment  of  Salaries, 
&c.  They  might  find  a  Means  of 
doubling  the  Sum  Granted,  by  which 
they  would  require  no  additional  Supply 
from  the  Government,  which  would  in 

mv 

J  See  p.  51  and  52. 
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tay-  hnmble  Opinion,  be  a  Means  of 
advancing  the  Negroe  Trade,  and 
terminate  to  the  Advantage  of  our  Sugar 
Colonies.  For  by  this  Means  the  Traders 
upon  the  Coaft  might  be  furniihed  without 
lofs  of  time  with  the  beft  Negroes  (thofe 
of  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  IVhydah ,)  and 
the  Planters  would  never  be  impofed  up¬ 
on  with  the  worft,  (which  are  reckon’d 
thofe  of  Calabar  Congo,  Angola ,  &c.)  And 
as  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft  and  IVhydah, 
arc  the  only  proper  Negroes,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  Sugar  Colonies,  the 
Company  Should  be  compell’d  to  purchafe 
no  other,  to  be  fold  at  a  fixed  price,  allow¬ 
ing  2  per  Cent ,  for  Agency,  and  the 
Liberty  of  fending  them  upon  their  own 
Account,  after  having  kept  them  during 
a  limited  Time  upon  the  Coaft  for  Sale, 
to  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands. 

I  have  made  many  more  Obfervations 
upon  our  PVeJl  Indian  and  African  Trades; 
but  as  thefe  are  the  moil  Material  for  their 
immediate  Security,  and  as  the  delaying 
their  publication  would  admit  of  no  Ex- 
cufe ;  fince  the  Avenues  to  a  perfonal 

Con- 
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Conference  with  all  great  Men,  are  al¬ 
ways  fo  impeded  as  to  permit  nothing  that 
has  the  refemblance  of  a  Schemift  to 
arrive  at  their  prefence  :  I  have  for  the 
prefent  contented  myfelf  with  addreffing 
thefe  Pages  through  this  Channel,  to  you. 
Sir  ;  If  I  find  that  any  of  my  Hints  have 
been  improved,  or  my  Remarks  turned 
to  the  Advantage  of  this  Nation,  I  may 
be  induced  at  a  proper  time,  to  dedicate 
to  you,  Sir,  what  I  have  at  prefent  fup- 
preffed,  as  taking  up  too  great  a  compafs, 
and  by  that  means  preventing  what  I  have 
now  fet  before  you  appearing,  in  time. 
However,  I  have  thought  it  effential  to 
lay  before  you  the  following  Difpofition  of 
eur  Naval  Armament ;  as  alfo  the  fub- 
joined  Remarks  upon  our  Taxes,  and 
the  Schemes  propofed  for  railing  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fupplies  of  the  current  Year. 

In  order  to  fecure  our  Colonies  abroad, 
and  this  Kingdom  from  any  Attacks  of  the 
Enemy  by  Sea,  protect  our  Trade,  and 
annoy  theirs,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  have 
fome  fettled  regular  Plan  of  Rationing  as 
well  our  Fleets  as  Convoys  that  by  the 
'  -  ‘  '  fir  ft 
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find  our  PolTeiTions  may  never  be  naked  ; 
and  by  the  fecond,  that  our  Merchant¬ 
men  neednot  beobligedto  make  great  De¬ 
lays  in  tarrying  for  Convoys,  and  by  that 
means  lofe  the  Markets  for  their  Cargoes  •, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  run  the  Rifque  of* 
their  being  fpoilt,  if  perifhable  Commo¬ 
dities  ;  or  unprotected  brave  the  Enemy’s 
Cruizers,  and  frequently  lofe  all.  I  fay, 
in  order  to  prevent  thefe  fatal  Confequen- 
ces,  it  will  be  neceiTary  to  have  a  fettled 
Number  of  Ships  employed  to  fecure  our 
Colonies,  which  fiiould  be  regularly  and 
punctually  replaced,  upon  any  part  being 
damaged,  or  out  of  Order  ;  and  our  Con¬ 
voys  fhould  be  fixed  to  certain  Periods, 
when  the  Merchants  might  be  fure  of 
their  Departures,  and  regulate  themfelves 
accordingly. 

To  form  a  competent  Idea  of  what 
Number  and  force  thefe  feveral  Squa¬ 
drons  and  Convoys  may  confilt,  it  will 
he  requifite  not  only  to  confider  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Ships  we  can  at  any  one  Time 
keep  in  Commiflion,  and  alfo  fit  for  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  what  Number  of  Men  will  be 

requifite 
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fequifite  for  their  manning ;  but  alfo  what 
Force  the  Enemy  can  reafonably  put  to 
Sea,  and  what  Squadrons  Ihe  mult  ne- 
ceflarily  keep  in  certain  Deftinations  a- 
broad,  to  prevent  our  furprifing  her  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  as  alfo  what  Ships  they  will  then 
have  to  fpare  for  Convoys,  and  how 
many  can  remain  in  their  Ports.  But 
as  I  cannot  affume  to  myfelf  any  fu- 
perior  Knowledge  to  the  reft  of  my  Coun¬ 
trymen,  either  in  regard  to  the  precife 
Strength  and  State  of  our  Fleet,  any 
more  than  to  that  of  the  French ,  I  fhall 
make  my  Calculations  from  fuch  pub- 
lifhed  Accounts  of  both,  as  have  been 
reckoned  molt  authentic,  and  which,  it 
is  realonable  to  fuppofe,  cannot  be  very 
wide  of  the  Truth. 

Our  Fleet  then,  confifts,  at  prefent, 
of  270  Ships,  of  the  following  Rates. 

5  of  the  iftRate,  100  Guns. 

1  x  of  the  2d  Rate,  90  Guns. 

53  of  the  3d,  of  80,  74,  70,  66, 
and  64  Guns. 

69  of  the  4th  Rate,  of  60,  58, 
and  50  Guns. 

K 


% 
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3  8  of  the  5th  Rate,  of  44  and  40 
Guns. 

56  of  the  6th  Rate,  of  30,  24,  22, 
and  20  Guns  j  and 
44  Sloops,  befides  Firefhips,  Hoys, 
Tranfports,  Smacks,  Lighters, 

•  Hulks,  and  Royal  Yachts. 

270 

Jnow  let  us  confider  the  Force  of*  the 
French  fleet,  and  judge  by  that  what 
Number  of  thefe  it  will  be  neceffary  for 
us  to  have  in  Commiilion,  and  ready  up¬ 
on  any  Occafion. 

FRENCH  FLEET. 

6  of  80  Guns. 

29  of  74  and  70  Guns. 

32  of  68,  66,  64,  and  60  Guns. 

9  of  50  Guns. 

16  of  30  Guns. 

15  of  28,  26,  24,  and  20  Guns. 

2  of  12  Guns. 


}°9 

Out  of  thefe  France  muft  keep  a  Squa¬ 
dron  in  the  Wtfl-Indies  of  at  leaft  10 

Men 


I 
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Men  of  War,  which  we  may  fuppoie 

will  comprife  1  of  80  Guns,  2  of  74  an 
70,  4  of  68,  66,  64,  and  60  Guns,  2 

of  30  Guns,  and  one  of  20  Guns. 


Ships  as  above. 

On  the  Coaft  of  A- 
frica,  another  of  4Men 
of  War,  one  of  74,  1 
of  60,  1  of  50,  and  1 
of  30  Guns. 

One  at  North- Ame¬ 
rica  of  7,  compofed 

of  2  of  74  and  7° 

Guns,  3  of  60,  one  ol 
00,  and  I  of  ao. 

One  in  the  Eajl-~\ 
Indies  of  6,  confiding  f 

of  1  of  74,  1  68,  £ 

2  of  50’  1  3°>  j 

and  1  of  20  Guns. 


1 1  |6  |  9l  3 | 5 1 3 

And  we  may  rea-^ 
fonably  compute  their  f  [  7  |  3  |  1  |  5  1 5 
different  Convoys,  at  C 
1 8  of  theft  Rates.  J 

K  2 


So 


So,  that  according  to  this  Corn outa firm 
the  French  will  ffill  have  the  |„0  ’ 

m  Harbour,  ready  for  Expeditions® 


5  °f  80  Guns, 
o  of  7 4  and  70  Guns. 

2°  68’  *6,  64>  and  60  Guns. 

5  °f  5°  Guns. 

6  °f  3°  Guns. 

IO  528'r?6’  24’  and  20  Guns. 
2  of  12  Guns. 


tnbution  of  our  Fleet,  we  fhall  no!  onh 
ave  upenor  Squadrons  to  the  French 
toned  in  every  Place  requifite  for  tht 
ictedfion  ofourTrade,  and  the  Security  oJ 
out  olomes  and  Settlements,  as  well  in 
rhrenca  and  Africa,  as  in  Afm ;  but  alfo 
73  ohips  of  different  Rates  (feme  of  which 
v.c  may  foppofe  j„  Dock  either  building 
01  lejainng)  to  detach  as  well  as  to  rein  ’ 
force  any  of  the  ftationed  Squadrons  as 
fm  "ch  Expeditions  as  may  be  requilite 
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to  undei  take  againft  the  French  Colonies, 
Settlements,  &c. 

T  '  .  RATES. 

Dejhnations. 

»l 

Upon  the  Coaft  oQ - 

England^  to  COnV 

Coaftwife 

Cruizing  in  t..« 

Channel,  ferving  alfo 


Merchantmen 

-At  Deal 
■At  the  Nore 
At  Chatham 
At  Portfmouth  and 
Spit  head,  always  ready 
upon  any  Emergency 
At  Plymouth  in  the 
Sound ,  and  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Hamoaze ,  al¬ 
ways  ready 

Upon  the  Coaft  of 
Ireland ,  ferving  alfo 
for  Convoys  to  Mer 
chantmen  to  and  from1 
Engla7id 

Jn  the  Bay  of  Bifcay 
At  Gibraltar ,  and' 
1  n  the  Meait erranean, 
to  prevent  the  French 
coming  into  the  Oce¬ 
an,  or  a  Jun&ion  of 
their  Fleets,  or  the 
Spani/h ,  in  cafe  of  a 
War  with  Spain. 
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Carried  over 
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Dejhnations 


Sloops 


% 


Defoliations . 
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RATES. 

s,i  s.i'g.it.i  s-i 


Brought  forward  a  \  7  |  28  |  34  j  *  3  I  1  ^  J  2  8 

1  1  1  1  ■  12  !  I 


At  ‘Jamaica ,  and 
the  Leeward  -  Jjlar.ds, 
to  replace,  from  Time 
to  Time,  thofe  upon 
the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
that  fhall  be  foul,  or 
in  want  of  Repair 
Conftantly  upon  the 
Coaft  of  / Jrica ,  being 
replaced,  when  foul, 

&c.  from  the  Weft- 
Indian  Squadron. 

At  North- America 
In  the  Eaft-lndies 

Convoy 

For  Weft  -  Indian-^ 
Convoys, half  of  which  1  I 
to  be  kept  at  Jamaica  1 
and  Antigua ;  and  the  1 
ether  half  at  Spit  head,  I 
or  Plymouth,  to  go  and  \ 
come  alternately  ;  two 
in  each  Convoy  being 
detached,  in  a  certain 
Latitude  ,  with  the 

Merchantmen  bound  to 
North- America. 

for  Mediterranean, 
Spamjb,  and  Portugutje 

Convoys 

For  Eaft- India  Con* 
voys,  as  far  as  St.  He- 
Una 

For  Bultick  Con¬ 
voys. 


p8  |  40  1  62  |  22  |  35  1  26 


Sloops. 
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Of  the  73  Ships  remaining  as  yet  un¬ 
applied,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  there 
may  be  20  of  the  following  Rates,  either 
building,  repairing,  or  unfit  for  Service, 
(viz.  1  of  the  2d  Rate,  4  of  the  3d,  2  of 
the  4th,  7  <x  the  5th,  2  of  the  6th,  and 
four  Sloops)  then  our  referved  Fleet  will 
confift  of  the  following  Rates 

1  of  the  1  ft  Rate, 

2  of  the  2d 
9  of  the  3d 
5  of  the  4th 
9  of  the  yth 

13  of  the  6th,  and 

14  Sloops. 

53 

As  thefe  33  Men  of  War,  as  well  as 
the  preceding  1 97,  fhould  be  conftantly 
kept  in  Commifiion,  and  therefore  com¬ 
pletely  manned,  we  muft  include  them 
in  the  Number  that  require  their  Com¬ 
plement;  fo  that  our  whole  Fleet  in 
Commifiion,  and  ready  for  Service,  will 
require  73,640  Seamen,  including  Ma¬ 
rines  ;  as  will  be  feen  by  the  following 
Eftimate.  N° 
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N°  of 


Men  requifite  to 
man  them  to  their 


Ships. 


5 


io 


2 -  75°° 


49 


6  7 


4 -  i35°° 


5 -  775° 


48 


6 -  10560 


40 


Sloops  4400 


Total  250 


73,640 


Thus  it  appears,  that  to  man  our  whole 


Navy  (fuch  a  one  as  may  regain  our 


Lofies,  in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  at  leaft 
an  Equivalent  for  thofe  in  America^  'till 
when  we  cannot  hope  either  for  an  ad¬ 
vantageous,  honourable,  or  lafting  Peace) 
it  will  require  18,640  Men  more  than 
the  Parliament  has  granted  this  Year  for 

o 

our  Navy,  which  will  put  us  to  the  ad¬ 
ditional  Expence  of  765,280/.,  including 
Oidnance  for  Sea-Service  ;  the  55,000 
Men  allowed  this  Year,  occalioning  an 
Expence  of  2,860,000/.  including  Ord¬ 
nance  for  Sea-Service. 


But 


# 
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But  what  will  700,000  /.  appear,  when 
put  in  Competition  with  the  Advantages 
we  may  promife  ourfelves  from  fuch  a 
Navy  !  It  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  in 
this  Place,  both  his  Majefty’s  Recom¬ 
mendation  of  vigorous  Meafures,  and 
their  Efficacy  :  Surely  then  our  Bulwarks, 
our  Floating  Towers,  which  alone  com¬ 
mand  us  the  Refpedt  both  of  our  Friends 
and  Foes,  fhould  be  put  in  fuch  a  State  of 
Defence,  and  fo  employed,  as  to  draw 
all  the  Advantages  we  can  reap  from 
them ;  and  I  believe  no  body  can  be  fo 
very  void  of  Corffideration  as  to  imagine 
they  are  any  thing  more  than  a  burthen- 
fome  Expence  to  us,  as  long  as  they  are 
in  Ordinary  ;  why  then  fhould  we  heli- 
tate  to  put  all  the  Ships  in  Commiffion 
that  can  bear  the  Seas  ?  I  need  not,  I  believe, 
afk  this  Queftion  a  fecond  Time,  Sir,  of 

you,- - but,  perhaps,  in  return,  you 

may  complain  of  the  want  of  Hands  :  I 
own  the  Complaint  may  be  juft,  but  it  is 
not  irremediable. 


4 
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I  could  have  wished  to  have  Seen,  at 
the  End  of  the  M  War,  a  Project  exe¬ 
cuted  which  was  then  propofed,  of  regi¬ 
stering  all  the  Seamen  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed,  and  continuing  them  a  fmall  an¬ 
nual  Premium,  in  permitting  them  to 
Serve  the  Merchants  in  any  Short  Voyages, 
and  be  ready,  upon  Call,-  on  any  Emer¬ 
gency  :  This  Scheme,  Sir,  would  have 
prevented  that  tyrannical  Method  of  Pref- 
fmg ,  which,  after  all,  does  but  ill  Suc¬ 
ceed  ;  however,  it  has  been  judged  ex¬ 
pedient,  and  therefore  it  Should  not  be 
condemned,  until  fome  other  can  be  de- 
vifed. 

I  have  taken  the  Pains  to  examine  ma¬ 
ny  Schemes  that  I  have  heard  for  the  man¬ 
ning  our  Fleet  upon  an  Exigence  ;  but 
none  appears  to  me  effectual,  but  that  of 
obliging  every  Sea-port  in  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  Ireland ,  Gucrnfey ,  “Jcrfey,  Man, 
and  the  other  inferior  Elands  (particularly 
the  Orkneys,  as  the  Scotch  are  the  bell 
Sailors)  to  furniSh  a  Stipulated  Number  in 
Ptoportion  to  the  Shipping  they  actually 

employ : 
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femploy :  This  fhould  be  extended  to 
North  America ,  that  Seminary  of  Sea¬ 
men  ;  which,  1  am  told,  might  occafion- 
ally  furnifh  us  with  30,000  able  Mariners. 
To  this  may  be  added,  an  Obligation  up¬ 
on  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  furnifhing  a 
Quota  out  of  every  Ship  before  they  pay 
their  Seamen,  who  fhould  be  allowed  two 
Months  Leave  of  Abfence,  before  they 
went  on  board  a  Man  of  W ar :  All  the 
Wbale-Fifhery  Ships  fhould  be  under  the 
like  Obligation  5  as  well  as  the  Herring- 
Fifhery  ;  who  might  furnifh  many  ufeful 
Hands.  If  the  Merchant  Service  fhould 
run  any  Rifque  of  being  prejudiced  by 
fuch  a  Propofal,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
employ  a  greater  Number  of  Foreigners, 
Dutch,  Danes ,  Swedes ,  &c.,  who  would 
be  glad  to  ferve  them,  as  our  Pay  is  much 
fuperior  to  what  is  given  by  their  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  Labour  lefs,  as  we  cm*- 
ploy  more  Hands  on  board  Ships  of  the 
fame  Burthen  with  theirsr 

♦ 

If  thefe  Hints  fhould  be  judged  worthy 
of  Confideration,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
an  Adt  pafTed,  as  foon  as  pollibje,  upon 

L  2  any 
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any  Plan  fimilar  to  this  j  for  we  cannot 
too  foon  put  our  Fleet  into  as  refpecRable 
a  Condition  as  poffible  :  The  French  em¬ 
ploying  all  the  Carpenters  of  what  Nation 
foever  they  can  get,  to  form  an  Arma¬ 
ment,  wnich  may,  but  too  foon,  be  able  to 
cope  with  ours. 

V/nen  I  fay  this,  I  cion  t  mean  that  wei 
can  reafonably  apprehend  that  their  Navy, 
will  at  any  1  ime,  thefe  ten  Years,  be  as 
numerous  and  formidable  as  ours  :  But  as 
they  have  no  Occafion  to  keep  Fleets  Ra¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean ,  or  indeed  in  any  Purt  of  Europe, 
as  we  have,  and  in  which  we  cannot  em¬ 
ploy  lefs  than  ninety  Ships  of  different 
Rates,  if  they  fhould  encreafe  their 
Marine  only  one  third  more  than  it  is,  as 
they  do  not  labour  under  the  fame  Incon¬ 
venience  as  we,  in  regard  to  its  manning 
(they  having  long  fince  pra&ifed  the 
ocneme  of  Regifbring  their  Seamen) 
they  would  be  more  than  a  Match  for  us  j 
<  o  may  De  eafiiy  perceived  by  the  forego¬ 
ing  Eflimates,  fince  they  may  already 
keep  54  of  their  Ships  of  different  Rates 

unemployed 


t 
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unemployed  in  their  Ports  fit  for  Expedi¬ 
tions,  and  we  cannot  have  conveniently 
unemployed  more  than  73  ;  fb  that  if  their 
Marine  were  increafed  only  one  third  more 
than  what  it  is,  they  would  have  145 
Ships  j  90  of  which  might  be  employed 
againit  us ;  and,  to  oppofe  thefe,  we 
fhould  only  have  73  Sail. 

I\ow,  even  this  Calculation  is  upon  the 
Suppofition  that  our  Fleet  were  as  formi¬ 
dable,  as  I  have  reprefented  it  in  the  fore¬ 
going  Eflimate  ;  but  if  we  were  to  em¬ 
ploy  but  forty  thouland  odd  Seamen  on 
board,  a  greater  Number  than  which,  I 
am  told,  there  is  not  actually  employed, 
at  prefent,  we  could  have  no  manner  of 
Chance,  either  of  fupporting  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  the  Sea,  or  even  protecting  our 
Colonies  and  ourfelves. 

But  we  will,  for  the  prefent,  fuppofe 
the  French  entirely  unemployed  about  con- 
ftruCting  new  Ships,  and  that  they  only 
intend,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  War,  to 
make  ufe,  to  the  belt  Advantage,  of  thofe 
Ships  which  now  actually  compote  their 

Fleet ; 


Fleet ;  is  there  no  Reafon  to  fear,  that  If 
'  we  do  not  liften  to  the  Propofals  of  the 
Spanifh  Court  for  an  Accommodation,  by 
her  Arbitration,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty 
will  throw  his  Weight  into  the  French 
Scale?  I  fay.  Sir,  can  you,  who  are  fo 
well  acquainted  with  the  Secrets  of  Cabb* 
nets,  imagine  that  the  Motions  of  the 
, Spaniards  at  Ceuta ,  the  Favour  they  have 
already  fhewn  to  the  French  at  Algezires , 
and  the  Equipment  of  their  Fleets  in  their 
Ports,  portend  only  a  Refolution  of  a- 
biding  by  the  ftritteft  Neutrality  ?  We 
willfuppofe,  then,  that  the  Court  of  Ma¬ 
drid ,  after  fhe  fhall  have  exhaufted  her 
whole  Stock  of  Friendfhip  upon  us  in  O- 
vertures  of  Peace,  will  break,  and  make 
a  Compofition  in  favour  of  France .  Can 
it  be  credited,  that  her  Marine  will  not  be 
compofed  of  36  Sail,  of  different  Rates, 
fit  to  keep  the  Sea  ?  If  it  cannot  be  cre¬ 
dited,  as  I  believe  you,  Sir,  particularly, 
and  every  one  the  lead  acquainted  with 
the  State  of  the  Spanifh  Fleet,  muft  im¬ 
mediately  avow  ;  the  French  Fleet  will  be 
increafed  one  third,  without  any  addition¬ 
al  new  Ships  of  their  own  ;  and  what 

Apology 


4 
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Apology,  then,  can  be  made  to  this  Na¬ 
tion  for  not  putting  our  Marine  upon  the 

moil  advantageous  Footing  ? - What 

Excufe  can  be  offered  for  not  trying  every 
Scheme  that  wears  the  lead:  Air  of  Practica¬ 
bility  for  completely  manning  a  fufficient 

Force  by  Sea  r - -But  I  forget  myfelf 

in  the  Warmth  of  my  Argument ;  the 
Honour  and  Happinefs  of  my  Country, 

are  apt  to  have  this  EffeCh  upon  me, - 

but  the  lead  Recollection  tells  me,  I  am 
writing  to  a  Statefman,  who  requires  but 
a  Hint, — a  very  Hint,  to  purfue  any  Mea- 
fures  that  many  benefit  his  Country  ;  and 
that  to  apply  a  Microfcope  to  your  Eye, 
upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  is  not  to  afiid  the 
vifual  Orb,  but  to  aggravate  the  Sight. 

The  Meafures  I  have  prefcribed,  like 
all  other  vigorous  ones,  require  the  Sinews 
of  War  for  their  enforcing;  therefore  let 
us  conlider  a  little  what  may  be  the  moil 
effectual  Means  of  procuring  the  Supplies 
neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  W ar,  with 
the  lead  Detriment  to  our  Trade,  and  the 
lead  Oppreflion  to  the  Subject. 


I 


(  S<=  ) 

I  believe  I  have  no  Occafton,  then,  to 
enter  into  a  Difquiiition  to  prove  that  the 
Encreafe,  or  even  the  Continuance,  of  the 
prefent  National  Debt,  can  be  of  no  Ad¬ 
vantage,  either  in  a  political  or  commercial 

Light,  to  this  Nation - this  Dodtrine 

has  long  iince  been  exploded  ;  and  I  think, 
we  may,  on  the  other  hand,  venture  to 
affirm,  that  if  we  continue  borrowing 
Money,  on  the  fame  Terms  we  did  the 
laft  War,  we  fhall  increafe  the  National 
Debt  to  ii  5000,000  l.  this  War,  (fup- 
pofing  it  to  continue  as  long  as  the  former) 
and  jhen,  perhaps,  in  a  few  Years,  we 
may  have  another  Rupture ;  for  the 
French  will  be  fure  to  infringe  upon  our 
Colonies,  and  give  us  many  other  Caufes 
of  Renewal  of  Hoffilities,  as  long  as 
they  are  convinced  they  can  run  us 
30,000,000  in  Debt,  and  by  that  Means 
increafe  in  Proportion  the  annual  Intereft, 
which  mu  ft  be  paid  by  Taxes,  that  can 
never  fail  to  clop  Trade,  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner,  as  to  increafe  the  Price  of  all  Ne- 
ceflaries  of  Life  ;  not  only  in  Proportion 
to  the  Taxes  levied,  but  at  leaft  double, 
by  Means  of  the  Increafe  of  Price  the 

Commoditie  $ 


I 
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Commodities  receive  by  pafling  through 
many  Hands,  before  they  come  at  the 
Confumer.  Since  by  this  they  will,  in 
the  End,  attain  the  Deftmdtion  of  our  fo¬ 
reign  Trade,  and  the  Erection  of  theirs 
upon  its  Ruin  :  So  that  another  War, 
with  a  few  Years  of  Peace,  will  fucceed 
another,  and  fo  on,- - ’till  we  may  pre¬ 

fen  t  ourfelves  with  the  \  lew  of  an  accu¬ 
mulated  Debt  of  300,000,000;  for 
which  an  Intereft  of  nine  Pvlillions  mu  ft 
be  paid,  fuppofing  it  at  Three  per  Cent . 

If  this  fhould  ever  be  the  Cafe,  in  what 
a  Situation  mull  the  Commerce  of  this 
Nation  be  ?  at  what  Markets  Shall  we  find 
a  Vent  for  our  Commodities,  when  we  are 
already  rivalled  in  many  Branches  of  our 
foreign  Trade,  particularly  the  Woollen 
Levant ,  by  the  French,  on  account  oi  the 
Cheapnefs  of  their  Goods  compared  to 
ours,  although  the  Taxes  which  pay  the 
Intereft  of  the  National  Debt  amount,  at 
prefent,  to  no  more  than  about  two  Mil¬ 
lions  and  a  naif;  and  wucn  our  Commo¬ 
dities  muft  then  beincreafe  ]  at  leaft  treble 
in  their  I  nee  before  'hey  reach  a  foreign 
Market.  M  Perhaps 


ft'ffZJIti'iSli 
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Perhaps  I  may  be  anfwered,  th 
France  can  never  purfue  this  Plan  of  rui 
ning  us  into  Debt,  and  by  that  Means  ii 
creating  ourTaxes,  and  in  theEndruinir 
our  Trade,  without  affecting  herfelf  tl 
fame  Way,  by  the  Support  of  her  Troop 
the  Increafe  of  her  Marine,  and  the  Ex< 

cution  of  her  Meafures. - -In  Anfwi 

to  this,  it  will  be  found,  that  though  the 
Taxes  increafe,  and  their  Revenues  l 
exhauftcd,  their  Manufactures  will  n< 
be  fo  fenfbly  affected  hereby  as  ours,  t 
Means  of  the  greater  Number  of  Hanc 
in  France ,  which  will  ever  keep  the  Pri< 
of  Labour  low,  and  the  Start  they  hat 
already  gained  of  us  with  refpeft  to  ti 
Prices  of  their  Merchandizes.  Befide 
whenever  Neceffity  requires  it,  Fran* 
can  raife  fome  Millions  by  the  Alteratio 
of  the  Value  of  their  Coin,  as  has  bee 
practiced  more  than  once.  Without  a 
Increafe  of  the  Price  of  Labour,  ourjpoc 
People,  who  are  already,  by  the  enoi 
mous  Taxes  upon  the  Neceffaries  of  Life 
and  the  high  Price  of  Provifions,  reducei 
to  fuch  a  Pafs,  that  many  can  fcarcely  ge 

Brea< 


Bread  for  themfelves  and  Families,  will 
never  be  able  to  fupport  any  aacudonal 
Imports  uj  what  are  efteemed  the  Ef- 
fentials  of  Subfiftance ;  and  as  the  Increase 
of  the  Price  of  Labour  muft  neceuarily 
occafion  an  Advance  in  the  Price  ot  the 
Commodities  manufactured,  which  mine, 
in  the  End,  deftroy  our  Foreign  Trade  j 
I  believe  little  need  be  added  to  prove 
that  all  new  Taxations,  dirediy  or  in¬ 
directly,  upon  the  Neceffanes  of  Life, 
fhould  be  laid  afide. 

The  borrowing  of  Money,  or  funding, 
is  attended  with  fo  many  bad  Confequen- 
ces  to  the  Nation,  by  the  Neceffity  of 
railing  Taxes,  as  well  to  pay  the  Imewft 
thereof,  as  for  Douceurs  or  Premi¬ 
ums  to  the  Jobbers,  which  gen ei  ally 
render  a  low  Intereft  to  the  Proprietors  o 
Stock,  a  veiy  high  one  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  feme  other  Means  fhould  be 
tried.  The  only  Expedient  that  can  be 
devifed  for  preventing  thefe  Evils  for  the 
'  future,  is  the  raifing  the  Supplies  witn- 
in  the  Year  j  and  this  fhould  be  done. 
By  this  the  .Nation  would  lave  bo*  the 


( H ; 

Intereft  and  Premium  neceffary  to  be 
paid  with  Borrowing  and  jobbing,  which 
mjgnt  he  applied  to  pay  off  Pjrt  of  the 

p a,  ,°na’  Debt  i  and  this  would  revive 
Public  Credit,  fe t  the  Stocks  above  Par 
and  turn  into  the  Channel  of  Com- 
merce,  that  Money  which  the  Jobber 
womd  find  no  Opportunity  of  applying 
o  a  more  lucrative  Advantage.  By  this 
Means  alio,  that  Diffipation  and  Profufi- 

°n’  Wi,ltn  are  the  conftant  Attendants 

.  y  Uld  diminiib ;  for 

when  the  public  F unds  began  to  be  de- 
creafed  by  being  paid  ojf\  Intereft  would 
natuiahy  lower,  and  excepting  what 
could  oe  employed  in  Mortgages,  and 
otnci  private  Securities,  and  for  which 
tnat  exorbitant  Intereft,  that  now  is  o-iven 
Wid  be  no  longer  an  Inducement  j  the 
-^als  of  the  Publick  Debt  would  h& 
thrown  into  Commerce,  and  our  idle  An¬ 
nuitants  and  Stockholders  would  find 
themfelves  under  a  Necefiityof  being  ufe- 

'U  to  their  Country,  by  encreafing  our 
Commerce,  and  drawing  the  Wealth  of 
other  Nations  to  this  Emporium  of  Trade. 
Tins  would  not  be  the  only  Advantages 

refulting 


refulting  from  railing  the  Supplies  within 
the  d  ear ;  for  as  then  all  our  Contracts 
would  be  paid  with  ready  Money,  our 
Fleet  and  Army  would  not  onlv  be  fur- 
ni (lied  with  better  Provifions  of  every 
kind,  but  much  cheaper;  and  if  they 
gained  only  Ten  per  Cent .  as  there  is 
much  Reafon  to  believe,  they  would  by 
prompt  Payment,  upon  Five  Millions, 
which  we  may  fuppofe  will  be  expended 
this  Year,  in  Contrails  upon  our  Navy 
and  Land  Forces,  we  fhould  make  a  Sa¬ 
ving  of  500,000  /.  Sterl.  which  might 
be  applied  either  to  paying  off  Part  of  the 
National  Debt,  or  towards  railing  the  Sup¬ 
plies  for  the  following  Year;  and  by  that 
Means  we  might  difcontinue  any  oppref- 
live  Tax  to  the  Poor,  producing  that 
Sum. 

But  without  noticing  any  other  Advan¬ 
tage  that  might  reafonably  refult  from  this 
Scheme,  I  will  con  fid  er  the  moft  eligible 
Means  of  railing  the  Supplies  requifite  for 
the  current  Year,  within  the  Year. 

4  #  %  4  • 
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The  Parliament  has  already  made  the 
following  Provifions,  viz. 


By  the  Land-Tax, 
at  4  s.  which  is  given 
for 

The  Duty  on  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder  and  Per¬ 
ry,  given  for 

And  the  GuineaX 
Lottery,  from  whence  \ 
the  Government  is  to  \ 


£ 

S  • 

2000,000 

00  0 

750,000 

00  0 

525,002 

12  6 

yj. 

reiervc  uuc  * 

the  Produce ,  being  1 
i  ,050,00$  l.  5s.  / 


TheTotal  whereof  is  but  3,275002  12  6 


But  as  it  is  computed  that  the  Service 
of  this  Year,  cannot  be  effectually  per¬ 
formed,  for  lefs  than  Nine  Millions,  we 
ftill  Hand  in  need  of  near  Six  Millions, 
therefore  other  Provifions  mull  be  made. 


The  Plan  which  Hands  foremoft  in  the 

Clafs  of  reafonable  Ones,  for  raifing  the 

extraordinary  Supplies,  is  a  new  A  *e  - 

inent 


_ 
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■ 
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ment  of  the  Land  Tax,  by  which  it  is 
computed  a  Million  a  Y  ear  more  may  be 
brought  into  the  Government,  than  is  at 
prefent  produced  by  it.  This  certainly 
is  a  very  juft  Expedient,  and  whatever 
Oppolition  fome  few  may  make  to  it, 
under  pretence  of  the  Hardlhips  they 
would  labour  under,  in  Paying  an  exaft 
Quota  j  as  the  Improvements  they  have 
been  at  the  Expence  of,  are  die  Caufes  .of 
the  increafe  of  their  Lands  5  fliould  be 
looked  upon  as  only  regarding  fome  few 
Particulars,  whofe  Intereft  fliould  always 

fubmit  to  that  of  the  Community - 

otherwife  we  ftiall  find  all  Laws  Ineffectual 
fince  the  Execution  of  them,  rauft  clafli 
with  the  Intereft  of  fome  Individuals. 

I 

This  Plan,  then,  can  meet  with  no 
Antagonifts,  but  fuch  as  are  prejudiced  by 
their  Intereft,  of  the  Land  Tax  Aft, 
being  ineffectually  executed :  But  as 
this  new  Affeffment  cannot  be  made  for 
this  Year,  or  perhaps  the  Next,  we  cannot 
comprehend  it  within  the  Schemes  for 
railing  the  Supplies  for  the  current  Year. 


Mr. 


■i  r  • 
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Mr.  Pojilethwayt's  perfonal  Tax,  teems 
to  have  a  great  Analogy  with  that  pro- 
pofed  upon  Routes;  and  as  this  latter 
carries  with  it  a  greater  facility  in  the 
Execution,  and  at  the  fame  Time  does 
not  wear  the  Appearance  of  a  Poll  Tax, 
and  is  not  fo  opprefive  to  the  Subjedt, 
I  am  inclined  to  give  it  the  Preferance. 
It  does  not  follow  that  every  Perfon  of  the 
different  Ranks,  rated  in  his  Lite,  fhould 
be  poffeficd  of  r1  Oi  tunes,  or  he  in  circum— 
ftances  equivalent  ;  and  if  any  compulfion 
were  to  be  utedto  oblige  every  Perfon  to  give 
in  an  exact  Account  of  his  Fortune  or 
Effedts,  it  would  be  difagreeable  to  all, 
and  particularly  detrimental  to  the  mer¬ 
cantile  Part  of  bis  Lift;  otherwite  a  Per¬ 
fon  with  a  very  llender  Income,  perhaps 
an  uncertain  one,  would  be  neceffitated  to 
pay  an  equallaxwith  one  of  anover-grown 
Fortune.  Law  and  Phyfic  would  furnifh 
us  with  many  Inllances  of  this  kind  ;  for 
in  both,  for  the  general,  either  great  For¬ 
tunes  are  made  by  the  Pradfitioners,  or 
elfe  they  perifh  Secundum  Nclturam ,  or 

ftarve  according  to  Law.  But  in  refpedt 
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to  the  Tax  upon  Houles,  as  no  body  would 
chufe  to  live  in  one  of  greater  Rent  than 
his  Circumftances  could  afford ;  neither 
would  he  be  affelfed  at  a  higher  Rate, 
than  bore  a  Proportion  to  the  Rent  of  his 
Houfe. 

1.  The  Tax  upon  Houfes,  at  a  reafon- 
afe  Computation,  is  fuppofed  to  produce 
a  Million  and  halfj  without  including 
thole  under  5  /.  a  Year,  which  fhould  be 
entirely  exempt  5  fince  they  can  be  inha¬ 
bited  by  none  but  poor  Artifts  and  La¬ 
bourers. 

2.  A  Tax  upon  Servants,  in  and  out  of 
Livery,  would  certainly  produce  a  great 
Income  on  the  one  hand  5  or  it  we  could 
fuppofe,  (which  to  judge  by  the  Extra¬ 
vagance  and  Luxuriance  of  the  prefent 
Age  is  not  probable)  that  any  confiderable 
Number  would,  by  this  Means,  be  thrown 
out  of  Place,  they  could  not  be  more  oppor¬ 
tunely  difengaged  for  his  Majefty’s  Service, 
either  by  Land  or  Sea.  But  as  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  imagine,  not  an  Eighth  Part  of 
what  are  employed  would  be  difmifTed  on  . 

N  this 
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this  Account,  and  as  I  have  heard  it  com¬ 
puted,  there  are  250,000  in  Greal-Bri - 
tain }  if  they  were  taxed,  upon  an  Aver- 

age,  ai  5 /.  each,  t  his  Tax  would  produce, 
at  lead:,  a  Million. 

3.  A  Tax  upon  Saddle-Horfes,  kept 
for  Diverfion,  might  be  a  further  Means 

of  increaling  the  Revenue  for  the  current 
Year. 

.4  No  body  (but  the  Proprietors)  could 
objedt  to  a  Tax  being  laid  upon  all  public 
Diverfions.  For  Indance,  a  Mafquerade 
Ticket  thould  be  doubled,  and  the  addi¬ 
tional  Guinea  appropriated  to  the  public 
Service  5  a  like  Tax  to  he  laid  upon  thofe 
of  Ridottos.  The  Boxes  at  the  Opera 
Ihould  be  a  Guinea,  and  the  Gallery  half  a 
Guinea  ;  the  Playhoufe  Boxes  7  s.  6  d. 
Pit  5  Firft  Gallery  a.s.  Upper  Gallery 
3*.  The  Admittance  at  Vauxhall  and 
A anclagh  doubled  j  all  which  additional 
I  iices  fhould  be  applied  to  make  up  the 
Supplies  for  the  current  Year.  Thefe  lad 
two  1  axes  cannot,  I  imagine,  be  eflima- 

ted  t.t  Icis  then  half  a  Million,  coniider- 

ing 
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mg  the  great  Number  of  Cavaliers,  and 
public- diver jion  Reforiers,  that  abound  in 
this  Age  of  Treuble  and  Pkafure, 

5 ■  Next  to  this  might  follow,  aTax  upon 
averns,  Bagnios,  and  what  are  called 
renc3  \  me-houfes.  It  is  unreafonable 
tnat  the  rtrft  of  .thefe,  fome  of  which 
taJ<c  4°  l-  a  Day,  fhould  be  obliged  to 
Py.  \r  Uj0reJ  in  aTax  fora  Licence,  than 
a  hrtle  Alehoufe,  that  vends,  perhaps, 
halt  a  Crown’s  worth  of  Liquor  in  the  fame 
time.  The  fecond  of  thefe,  if  they'  can 
be  fuppofed.of  any  Ufe,  fhould  at  lead:  be 
haoie  to.  fome  Import,  fince  of  all  other 
Places  their  Rates  are  the  mort  extravagant 
and  their  Profits  the  greatert  3  and  indeed 

rno*  ;’  11  noi  a!-  °i  them,  may  be  put 
upon  the  fame  Footing  with  the  French 
Wme-houfes,  which  every  body  knows 
are  Nicknames  for  Brothels.  If,  as  it  is 
pretended,  thefe  Mifcreants  (the  Keepers 
of  Brothels)  can  find  means  to  elude  the 
Execution  of  Jurtice,  they  fhould  be  obli¬ 
ge  to  make  fome  Atonement  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  the  only  way  they  can  ;  and  a  Tax, 
ever  fo  enormous,  cannot  be  thought  too 

N  1  burthenfome 
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burthenfome  upon  them,  fince  the  entire 
Deftrudion  of  them,  would  be  one  of  the 
areateft  Services  Society  could  receive  fiom 
any  ineffectual  Tax.  The  Taverns  may 
merit  fome  Commiferation  ;  for  that  Rea- 
fon  I  fhould  think  their  additional  Tax 
fhould  not  be  above  40  or  50/.  per  -An¬ 
num  :  But  the  rating  of  this  fliould  de¬ 
pend,  in  fome  Refped,  upon  their  Vent 
of  Liquors,  and  particularly  French, 

Wines. 

fc.- 

6.  The  foregoing  Tax  naturally  leads 
to  another,  that  every  Subject,  who  is 
npt  enervated  with  Luxury,  would  rejoice 
to  fee  impofed,  particularly  at  this  Period, 
when  our  inveterate  Foes  are  toituring 
their  Imagination  to  devife  more  effectual 
Means  of  ruining  our  Trade,  and  deftroy- 
ing  our  Navigation.  Undoubtedly,  Sir, 
you  anticipate  my  Meaning  ;  lor  I  certain¬ 
ly  would  advife  a  Tax,  amounting  to  a 

Prohibition  of  French  Wines  *  and  Bran¬ 
dies. 

*  As  Ireland,  is  to  be  fo  much  protected  (if  the 
foregoing  Plan  of  the  Detonation  of  our  Fleets,  tog 


(  93  ) 

tfes.  I  fear  again  our  great  Propenfity  o 
Voluptuoufnefs,  would  induce  us,  at  the 
jrreateft  Expence,  to  indulge  this,  _  as  we 

as  many  more  of  our  over-gouermng  AP‘ 

netites;  but  I  know  of  none  that  can  be 

tolerated,  which  Ihould  be  fo  much  c.og- 

o-ed  as  this  with  Impofts. 

& 


The  five  laft  Taxes  muft  needs  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  center,  and  indeed  exift,  in  nx- 

ury,  (nor  can  the  preceding,  which  does 

not  extend  to  Houles  under  5  •  per  ;z 
rmm,  be  fuppofed  to  affeft  much  if  at  a  1, 
the  poor  Manufacturers  and  labourers)  , 
and  furely  no  Rationalift  will  aver,  that 
they  are  not  fixed  upen  proper  Objeds  ; 
for  if  Men  will  run  headlong  to  their  own 
Ruin  (which  the  four  laft  Articles  ten 
particularly  to  facilitate)  it  is  but  reafonable 

the  State,  who  fuffers  fo  much  in  one  Re- 


_  , ,  .  pvecl.<-ecn  it  would  be  but  reafonable  that 

fhould  be  execu.edj  a  Sufficiency  to 

{he  ffiould  furmlh  us,  at  lea  , 

be  improper,  o, 

ditrimerul  .o  ihc  Health  o,  Furfc  of  *s 


m WCtUBBfm 


naratWJi 

P 


»  » 


<<;  ■ 


* 

(  94  ) 

Of  7co„rtb«i,)gt  rte  Exi" 

al  to  the  Sex'!! t'he.Y  f0”11^  °rnamcn!- 
“d  thei,.  Patriotifm,  Zh^Zc^T 

great,  Adra„  Alld  ss,  ^ ‘°J 

£  j  °F‘”,on  oJ  *0  Patriotifm,  both  of 

a4  ■  tr.  ,G.  nt,tr"’e"  °f  '<«  prefent 

'  °  ’  wouxd  be  proper  to  sdve  them 
every  Opportunity  of  tdiifying  it  ‘  f 
this  Reafon  alfo- _ _ 

S;  A  Seneral  Free-Gift  Aould  be  fee 

everRa'h"  fnby  a"  P£rf°“-  of  »>>*'- 

further  TVft^  Den“mmati°”>  might  give 
U  her  fetlimony  of  their  Attachment  to 

thctr  Country  j  and  as  many  rich  Perfons 
alAife1  ‘  7  "ight  indulSe  *'mfelves  h 

Z n  !T,f’ ,  “d  ma"f  W 

,  .  J  Would  fliii  be  confcious,  that  thev 

.  K  n0t  fll}’  in  ^portion  to  their  For! 
Joes  the  state  in  its  prefen t  Exigence- 

T  JS  Means  they  might  difburthen 

their 


their  Conferences,  and  relieve  their  Coun¬ 
try. 

« 

As  Smuggling  is  the  principal  Caufe 
that  our  prefent  Duties,  do  not  furnilli 
the  State  with  the  neceffary  Supplies  to 
carry  on  the  War,  without  further  Im¬ 
ports  ;  and  as  thefe  public  Robbers,  the 
Smugglers,  at  the  fame  Time  they  are  fo 
detrimental  to  us,  are  of  the  preateft  Ad- 
vantage  to  our  declared  Enemies,  if  a 
Means  could  be  deviled  of  considerably 
checking  if  not  entirely  demolifhing  their 
deteftable  Trade,  furely  it  would  be 
prudent  at  this  Time  to  execute  any 
Sheme,  that  promifed  thefe  Advantages. 
Although  thefe  illegal  Traders,  extend 
their  Commerce  to  many  Articles  of 
French  and  other  Products,  it  is  Notorious 
that  the  Smuggling  of  Tea,  is  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  fource  of  their  illegal  Gains;  this 
would  be  at  an  End,  if  the  prefent  Tax 
were  taken  off  that  Commodity,  and  an 
Import  put  upon  every  Family  that  ufed 
this  Herb,  which  might  be  eafily  Eire  died, 
by  obliging  the  Mailer  of  every  Family, 
to  make  Affidavit  whether  or  no  any  Tea 


were 


were  ufed  in  his  Houfe ;  fince  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  any  fitch  would  per¬ 
jure  himfolf,  for  having,  —  if  the  Mailer 
of  the  greateft  Family,  20  s.  a  Year, 
which  fhould  be  the  highell  Tax ;  or 
5J.  a  Year,  if  of  the  loweft  fort  that 

drink  Tea.  But  if  it  might  be  appre¬ 
hended  that  fome  would  Tranfgrefs  ;-the 
Pillory,  or  fome  adequate  Punilhment 
fhould,  as  in  other  cafes  of  Perjury  be 
ftridtly  Inflicted,  befides  a  pecuniary 
Fine,  upon  any  that  will  dare  tranfgrefs. 

The  fair  Dealer  would  receive  great 
Benefit  by  it,  as  none  could  afford  to  fell 
Tea  cheaper  than  the  Market  price  j 
which  is  now  done  in  every  part  of  this 
Kingdom,  but  more  particularly  upon  the 
Wcfiern ,  Southern ,  and  Eajlern  Coafts  of 
England ,  in  lb  much  that  it’s  computed 
above  Two  thirds  of  the  Tea  drank  in 
Great  Britain  is  run.  The  perplexities 
and  difquietiides  given  the  fair  Dealer, 
by  Excife  Officers,  on  pretence  of 
fearching,  would  no  longer  continue. 
The  Eajl-India  Company  would  be  great 
Gainers  by  this,  as  weli  as  the  Confumers  5 
and  the  Public  Revenue  which  upon  an 

Average, 
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Average,  has  received  for  fome  Years  paft 
130000/.  upon  Tea,  would  be  very 
much  increafed  if  not  doubled  by  this 
new  method  of  Taxation. 

If  thefe  Inftitutions  could  not  furnifh 
the  State  with  a  Sufficiency  to  carry  on 
the  War  with  Vigour,  many  others,  of 
the  like  Nature,  might  be  tried  }  fo  that 
nothing  can  apologize  for  not  endeavour¬ 
ing  (with  all  Probability  of  Succefs)  to 
raife  the  Supplies  within  the  Year,  by 
which  fo  many  evil  Confluences  will  be 

removed. 

•Having  thus.  Sir,  taken  the  Liberty  to 
give  you  my  Sentiments,  in  this  public 
Manner,  upon  the  Affairs  and  Commerce 
of  North  America ,  and  the  W 'ell-indies ; 
our  African  Trade  j  the  Deftination  of 
our  Squadrons  and  Convoys ;  new  Taxes ; 
and  the  Schemes  propofed  for  raifing  the 
extraordinary  Supplies  for  the  current 
Year  ;  I  have  nothing  at  prefent  more  to 
add,  but  to  defire  you,  if  you  think  any 
of  my  Obfervations  upon  our  North  A- 
merican  Colonies,  the  Security  of  our 
Wejl-Indian  Trade,  and  that  of  Africa, 
with  our  Settlements  upon  that  Coaft,  up¬ 
on  which  the  former  fo  much  depends ; 
merit  Attention,  to  not  let  the  prefent 
Opportunity  flip  of  turning  them  to  Ad¬ 
vantage— — 


O 


* hJU<M 
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vantage - to  pay  particular  Regard  td 

.ivhat  I  have  urged  in  regard  to  the  Defti- 
nation  of  our  Scjuadrons  and  Convoys, 
with  the  Neceffity  of  our  Navy  being  re¬ 
inforced  j  as  upon  that  cur  All  depends  ; 
not  only  as  a  commercial  Nation,  and  as 
Sovereigns  of  the  Ocean,  —  bnt  alfo  as  a 
People.  What  I  have  laid,  with  Refpedt 
to  new  Taxes  and  Imports,  may,  per¬ 
haps,  furnirti  fome  Hints,  before  it  is  too 
late,  to  raife  the  Supplies  within  the 
Year ;  and  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  not  to  be 
burthenfome  to  the  laborious  Part  of  us. 

I  am,  S  I  R, 

with  all  due  Deference, 

Tour  moft  obedietit,  and 
'ff  .  very  humble  Servant, 

A  Merchant  of  Lotidoji, 
FINIS . 
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